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He has. been: comuer ſant 
—_ has: had the. dy- 
ing Men and thein Manners, and in bis ln. 


mals of Retirement, a the. Cool: of the 


Day, has made ſedate Reflections and Ob. 
ſervations thereupon ;| which, mers y 
wot he lofhin the next Hurry, he has 
Time tu Dune pneſemu d ie Aeg for: his 
own Uſe, and nau 3 wor. 


he. ſeroiceable alſo reathers. 
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To the Reader. 


tha foright] ly Vigour and Reſolution, which . © 
often precipitates them into more, Haſte thaw 
Go od Speed. 9 
As are the Occutrences of human Liſe, 
” are hir Obſervations, Miſcellameous. 
Among the Variety of | Matters treated of, 
every are ans may und | ſomething worth 
the laying up: Let him be Prince or Pea- 
ſant, Maſter or Servant, Parent or Child, 
Rich or Poor, he may here meet with Re- 
marks or Advice abk. to hit Station, 
br Ak ee 
duct {3 Wa „e 
Thas bar the Author conſulted the Tem- 
poral Welfare of his Readers; yet not ſo 
as to neglett the Summum 8 the 


principal Point of all, A Regard to God 


and Religion: He bas [ſeveral Chapters 
on thoſe Subjects, Edifying; and Inſtructive. 
His Advices, being Sencentious, are apt 


ſe E nn 


| "ae not Clog it. 4 
Let this Preface FEY "Tis foot, woke 
Gould be ſo; for its Deſign is to laad the 


Reader iuto the Book, not to detain him 
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REFLECTI ONS 


5 Relating to the | 
2 of ou Lays; 


— — — 
— — 
Concerning Agency. 


wh 


AN is a Free Agent, bound by Duty 
and Intereſt, and induc'd by Perſua- 
ſton, not by Compulſion, to obey: 
His Maker is a Free Maker, induc'd 
by his own Mercy and Goodneſs, not 
by our Merits 1 Holineſs, to imploy and richly 
Reward ; if therefore thou art loſt, tis thy Fault 3 
if thou art ſaved, tis his Goodneſs: Let the View 
of Intereſt to us, perpetually excite our Duty to 
him, who hath ſo firmly conjoined both, that he 
who purſues the one, can ſcarcely miſs the other. ; 
Our Agency in this World is to be exerted. in 
the Work of « our Salvation: What Good we do 
to our own Species for God's ſake, is part of our 
to him; this is our Intereſt, and tends to 
our vation. 
It is a great Comfort as well as Benefit, that 
thou ſhouldſt be Servant only to thy Father, a Fa- 
ther that tenders thy Welfare and miniſters to I 
Wants, but tis much ag” Honour as well as 8 


(2), 


tereſt to be Servant to thy Father, thy Creator and 


Redeemer; he who has created thy Body out of 
the Duſt of the Earth, will ſupport it with what 
the Earth produces; he who has formed thee a- 
new, will feed what he has fo formed by ſhow'ring 
*down Bleſſings from Heaven: He who ſo loved 
thee as to die for thee, will ſurely ſave what he 
died for; if the Fault be not thine :- He is a great 
Lord, even Lord of Lords, a mighty King, even 
King of Kings; Lord, not of Heaven only, but 
of Heaven and Earth; King, not of Heaven on- 
ly, but of Heaven and the whole Univerſe; whoſe 
Subjects and Servants ſhould not be Prepoſterous 
in their Addreſſes to him: He that Supplicates 
him firſt for that Kingdom where his Throne is, 
ſnall have a Competency in that where his Foot- 
ſtool is: He is the greateſt Philoſopher and beſt 
Chriſtian, who ſeeks ſooneſt and with moſt fer- 
vency, what is of moſt Service, and the longeſt 

Duration. bc | oY — 
He that is Agent to Grandees of this World, 
muſt be juſt to the World wherein he is an Agent: 
He that Overſees his Fellow Creatures by hu- 
man Appointment, muſt conſider, that though his 
Maſter on Earth be abſent, yet the great Lord of 
Heaven and Earth is preſent, and continually. be- 

holds him. | 

. He cannot be juſt, who connives at the Ser- 
vants ſpending idly. and profuſely what is not 
their own, (viz.) their Maſter's Time and Mo- 
ney, and he deſerves the Name of a Sluggard, not 
of a Steward, who ſees daily, without controul, Te- 
nants omitting Improvements which they contracted 
to make, and deſtroying thoſe which they promiſed 
to Repair. £ 
He that defends Mens Perſons from domeſtick 
Inſults, and their Properties from Invaſions of 
3 ; covetous 


* 
& 
S 
, 
1 
Fe 
* 
A 
* 
F 


- * ' 7 


CSF” . 
covetous Neighbours or foreign Robbers, juftly 
merits the Title of. a Prote&or and Peace-maker : 
He that is juſt to his Lord, and ſerviceable to his 
Tenants and the Commonwealth, is a wiſe Agent, 
if not a good Chriſtian, _ 

- When Rents are due, treat not Tenants. with 
Tyranny ; that unman's thee, ,and defames thy 
Lord. Extort not Money from them for Forbear- 
ance, that Unchriſtians thee, Impoveriſnes them, and. 


redounds to thy Lord's Detriment ; the Gain of 
Oppreſſion will conſume thy Subftance and woun 


thy Soul. EE 
Make ſeaſonable Remittances of Rents when re- 
ceived ; he that reſerves them Subrilly in his Hands 
for the Improvement of his Trade, or. Increaſe of 
his Wealth by Uſury, and places the dilatory Pay- 
ment of Tenants Debtor in his Maſters Accompts- 
to his Diſappointment of Caſh, injures his Inte- 
reſt and their Character. | 
When the Leaſe of an improving Tenant ex- 
pires, perſuade not thy Lord to make him pay 
twice — his Improvements, becauſe he Bribes 
thee not, nor to ſell them to another that does, 
who will deſtroy all, but make none at all; the one 
is an intolerable Injuſtice to the Tenant, and an 
Injury to the Commonwealth, the other a great 
Loſs to thy Lord. | | 
When the Proprietor reſides in foreign Coun- 
tries, neither knowing the Quality nor Value- of 


his Eſtate, ” op both in a clear Light before him : 


He that, for a Præmium in the Purſe, occaſions 


its being rented at an under Rate, is guilty of a 
Breach of Truſt, and of Civil Robbery ; and he 
that over-rates it, oppreſleth the Poor, and pre- 
judiceth his Lord's Intereſt. 
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CHAP. 1. 
Concerning Alms and Ads of C barity. 


SELF the View of an Heavenly and not 4 


Temporal Reward ; a Defire to ſupport thy 
Fellow- Creatures, and not popular Praiſe; be the 


32 of all thine Alms and Acts of Charity: 
He that gives publickly for Applauſe or Retalia- 
tion frpm Men, or privately for an heavenly Re- 


compence, ſhall have a Reward ſuited in Quality 
to the Nature of the Motive that induced him. 

Let thy Wealth be chearfully given in Charity, 
which others Sequeſter to. Extravagancy; the one 
will increaſe, the other will impair thy Subſtance ; 


| the one brings a Bleſſing, the other a Blaſt ; thou 


mayſt be ſeen to give, but not give to be ſeen. 

t Perſons in Miſery be the Objects of thy 
Mercy, and let thy Charity be proportion d to 
their Merits and Neceſſity; tho he that gives to 
the Poor lends to the Lord, yet he that gives to 
God's Poor, (i.e. the truly virtuous): lends to him 
from whom he ſhall have a double Return ; the 


Sovereign Lord hath intruſted Alms with the Rich, 


that they might relieve the Poor. 

The Principles of Chriſtianity mollify the Heart, 
cauſing Bowels of Charity and Compaſſion to flow 
to our own Species; but heterodox Opinions, and 
corrupt Practices, make us recluſe to God and 
our Hearts obdurate to the Godly. Thus Herod 
intended the Deſtruction of Chriſt amongſt the 
Children, and tho* a Ruler over Men, was over- 


ruled by that which is more impotent than Chil- 
dren; yea, the King who had command over 


Men, had his Bowels conſumed of Worms; by 
the Appointment of the King of Kings; a Tau, 


of 
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09) 
of his wanting Bowels of Compaſſion, and a Warn- 
ing to ſucceeding Tyrants. 

An impious Man may give Alms for Self-glory, 
or as he may conceive meritoriouſly to atone for his 
Tranſgreſſions; but a good Man's Alms proceed 
from a pure Principle of diſintereſted Piety and 
Virtue ; as did thoſe of Cornelius, accounting him- 
ſelf deficient, and but an unprofitable Servant at 
laſt, | 
We feed our Bodies as an Ox for the Slaugh- 
ter, and frequently the ſame befalls both in that 
Condition. | 

We charge the digeſtive and retentiue Faculties 

of our Natures with a greater Burthen than they 
can diſcharge; this occaſions Phlegms and groſs 
Humours, which reduce the Body gradually to 
the Grave; but the Poor we forget, tho' what 
harms us, would help them; what brings us to 
the Grave, would ſave them from it; we ſhut 
our Hearts and Hands from them, as if they were 
of a different Species from us, and as if with- 

holding were more rewardable than giving, 

When Perſons in Neceſſity ask Favours from 
aus, we recolle& their Faults and Miſcarriages, re- 
ting them with Aggravation, to hinder their 

mportunity and cloak our Inhumanity ; thus we 
comfort the afflicted, by adding to their Sorrow, 
and alleviate their Miſery by reproaching them 
to others, whoſe Bowels are recluſe enough with- 
| out it. | 
He that has attained to Riches by Induſtry, 

ſhould ſpend them in Charity, and not in Luxu- 4 
ry; he who has attained to uſeful Sciences, ſhould | 

inſtruct his Family, and publiſh what he knows 

| for the good of Poſterity : Wiſdom is an open 
Fountain, whoſe Waters are not to be bottled 
vp, but to be kept running for the Benefit of all. 
7 "IM . CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 
Concerning Elegancy of Speech. i 
18 Beauty 1s moſt conſpicuous 1n a plain 


Dreſs, by adding a Luftre to thy Plainneſs ; 
whereas Gaudineſs detracts from Beauty. 


As natural Beauty, for Livelineſs, exceeds the 


moſt artful Painting, ſo natural Wiſdom doth ſur- 
paſs all Rhetorick and artful Oratory. 


Let the Evidence of thine Argument grace thy 


Words, rather than the Elegancy of thy Words 
grace thy Argument; the one is inſtructive and 
convincing, the other fooliſh and pedantick. 


He that acutely handles a good Subject in plain 


Words, is preferable to him that treats of the ſame 
faintly in a florid Style, whoſe Mode of Addreſs 
and Accent of Voice only gain Applauſe with 


the Vulgar: We are too apt to prefer Manner 


before Matter, tho' the one be but the Shadow, 
the other the Quinteſſence. 

As Speech is the Expreſſion of the Mind, ſo 
its Style ſhould be adapted to the Capacity of him 
that uſeth it, and to the Underſtanding of © thoſe 
that hear it, attended with a ſuirable Accent and 


Pronunciation, as well as Aſpect and perſonal. 
Geſture agreeable to both, for the better effecting 


its Impreſſion upon the Mind of the Hearer ; thus 


a joyful Meſſage ſhould have the agreeable Cir- 


cumſtances of alert Words, cheerful Aſpect, a 


pleaſant Geſture and acceptable Voice; but a ſor - 
rowful one for pronouncing Judgment, ſnould be 


attended with a grave Geſture, emphatical Words 
and ſolemn Aſpect of the Perſon who pronounceth 


it; thoſe three concurring in one, confirm the 


Let 


Judgment with a greater Impreſſion. + 


"_ = 


* 


(7) 

Let the Integrity of thine Heart produce the 
Complacency of thy Speech and Mien, and let thy 
Conduct correſpond and keep Pace with both: 
This will preſerve Peace of Conſcience, a continual 
Feaſt, and a fair Character, void of H iſy, the 
moſt Enormous and Ignominious of all Injquities. 


_——— r 4 
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CHAP. Iv. 
Concerning Cuſtom and Education. 


Series of Practice becomes Cuſtom, and 
| Cuſtom without Controul is as a Law to 
our Natures, Conftitutions and Inclinations, not 
eaſily to be annulled; yea, the Conftitution of 
our Government turns Cuſtom of long Continu- 
ance without Interruption into Law. 

Parents are Guardians. appointed of God, who 
unto him muſt be Accountable ; Guardians by Law 
depured, ſupply the Place of Parents; the Minds of 
Youth are comparable to the fertile Ground, which 
ſends forth what is therein planted. Vices, in Mino- 
Tity are eaſily rooted up, but grow ftronger as the 
Youth grows older, and in Maturity are hard to be 
pluck d up; Governors of -Youth ought therefore 
to be governed by good Principles, and ſhould be 
Men of a bright Genius and prudent Conduct, 
that their Pupils from them might imbibe the Pu- 
rity of Religion, polite Education, and a right 
Oeconomy in human Affairs: Children imbibe the 
Conſtitution, Practice and Temper of their Pa- 
rents, as Branches do of the Root that bears them; 


improve the former, as Grafting and Inoculating 


may the latter. 1 | 
| NT Children 


our Care, then we are fretful, ſaying, Our Chil- 


(8) 


Children are certain Cares, but uncertain Com- 


forts: One vicious Aſſociate corrupts their Man- 
ners and ſubverts their Conſtitution: One inci- 
dent Infirmity may deprive them of their Beauty 
in its Bloſſom, and another may make the latter 
rt of their Life miſerable, and ours which is | 
3 up therein, and finally deprive us of them: | 
We are ftudious to heap up Wealth for them, 
while they are contriving Methods to waſte it ; 
and when their Vanity has conſumed the Fruits of 


drens Bread ts gone, though we ſhould bear with 
Patience what cannot be prevented by Prudence. 
Cuſtom prevailing over our Bodies as well as Minds, 
arrives to Perfection in what is good and uſeful, 
when begun in Youth; tis therefore Incumbent 
on all Parents and Tutors, early to inſtruct Youth 
in the Knowledge of Languages and uſeful Scien- 


tomy and more ſo when confirmed by 

| many Youths have 

and confirmed 
there 
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therein by Cuſtom, which ripens with Age and 


Praftice, from which they could not refrain, not- 
withſtanding their frequent Reſolutions to the 
contrary, but are turn'd like Engines, by the 
Wheel of Cuftom, fo that in Minority having 


Teceiv'd the Impreſſions of Superftjtion, Cuftam 


continues, and Tradition perpetuates it, under 


Pretence of Antiquity : Whereas all Things which 


are pure are Ancient, but all Things which are 
Ancient, are not pure. 1 ag 
He that in old Age would * the Health, 
Vivacity, and Innocence of Youth, muſt not ac- 
cuſtom himſelf to 5 and ſpirituous Liquors 
in his Minority, nor to Totemperance and Vice in 
LTouth: A virtuous Education often produces a 
12 Life, but a corrupt Education often precedes 


vicious one, as that doth an unhappy, ang un- 


timely End. 


Harh thy Son à weak Gebjns, adapt his In- 


ſtruction to his Capacity and Inclination ; hath he 


a ſtrong Judgment and Memory, make the Super- 


ſtructuſe agreeable to its Foundation ; he that builds 


a ijne Edifice from a weak Foundation by Induſtry, 
is preferable to him, that from a large Gropn 


work builds a mean Habitation; yet a bright Ge- 


nius ſhould be ballanced with cautious Condug, 
for great Projekts are fit far Men of large For- 


tunes, and the firſt Executors of them often fail, 


and have no Share in choſe Profits aden age 
reaped by After-Builders on their Foundatiag, 


| Some Mey, in compoſing and publiſhing - 
mantick and ee + FA, 10, 


and reading them, ſpend both Time and 
which ought not to be dedicated ta thei 


b yin! 
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(10) 
lurements ; and both accountable to their Creator 
for the Miſapplication of their Time and Sub- 
ſtance, The Authors of ſuch Books are the Au- 
thors of Vanity and Irreligion; and inſtead of 
reforming their own Manners and thoſe of the 
World they live in, are Acceſlary to nauſeate the 


_ virtuous Appetite of both. 


. We are ambitious of being Authors, and fond 


of the Brats of our own Brain, which tho” lan- 
guid, we - account lively, and prefer them before 


the Productions of the moſt ancient Fathers: We 
love large Libraries, to be accounted learned, and 


remark our own Works there with gilded Inſcrip- 


tions, when the moſt celebrated are noted in black 
Characters, of which, perhaps, we underſtand not 
one Half, read not one Third, nor are we im- 
proved by one Fourth of what we read; yet a 
large Repoſitory of good Books well read, and 
perfectly practiſed, is a better Store than a Portion 
of Gold without Learning or Underſtanding. 

In Writing and Learning we muſt lay a good 
Foundation, which much conduceth towards a 


good Building; we muſt make the Particles of Let- 
ters, before we write whole Letters; and whole 


Letters before we write Words. In Languages we 


muſt learn Grammatical Rules, before we know 


connected Sentences, and underſtand Sentences be- 
fore we read whole Books. Did Mechanicks and 
Tradeſmen teach Apprentices the Fundamentals 
and Rudiments of their Vocations, the reſt would 
ſoon follow by Practice and ſmall Inſtruction; a 
good Foundation will bear a Superſtructure that 
may ſtand a Shock, and a good Grammarian will 


bear the Examination of a learned Linguiſt. 


Labour not ſo much to have a curious Collec- 
tion of Books, as to peruſe and practiſe the Cop- 


rents of thoſe thou haſt. Uſe not Allegories in 


common, 


| (11) 

common, becauſe common People underſtand them 
not, but when thou doſt, ftrain not Words or 
Sentences too far from their proper Signification, 
unleſs thou lend a Key to open them, leſt thou 
be deem'd ambitious of aſpiring above thine own 
or Neighbour's Capacity; he that ſpeaks in an 
unknown Tongue, may gratify himſelf, without 
edifying others, and beftow much Pains to little 
Purpoſe : Words ſpoken to an. Auditory ſhould be 
adapted to the Capacity of thoſe that hear them» 


—_ 


CHAP. V. | 
Concerning the Qualifications of a Conſort. 


HE fine Cabinets have not always the 

richeſt Jewels. The fineſt Flower has not 
commonly the ſweeteſt Odour, nor the greateſt 
Efficacy; neither has the, greateſt Beauty con- 
ſtantly the beſt Temper and greateſt Virtue. 

Seek not a Woman exceeding others for Beauty, 
unleſs the Excellence of her Virtue keep Pace 
therewith, the former expoſes her to a Flood of 
Temptations, againſt which ſhe is not impregnable 
without the latter. a 
Let the Flexibility of her Temper be grounded 
upon Reaſon and governed by Wiſdom, this ren- 
ders it virtuous; ſhe that wants Underſtanding 
ro diftinguiſh Evils, is not likely ro have Spirit 
and Reſolution to withſtand them. | 

The Fancy of the Curious may chuſe an Horſe, 
Watch, or other merchantable Wares, for Beauty 
more than Goodneſs ; but the ingenious elect 
Conſorts of an healthful Conſtitution, agreeable 
Temper, comely Shape and proportionable Vir- 

C 2 due, 


1 


1 
tue, fince the three firſt are frequently tranſmit - 
ted to their Offspring; and tho' the laſt be nor 
inherent, yet tis often inſtilled by the Inſtruction 
of a pious Parent. | 
Admire not thy Beauty, it is tranſient, nor 
thy Riches, they are Inconſtant ; nor thy Wiſdom, 
tho Excellent. Humble thy ſelf with Gratitude 
to the Giver, confeſſing the unworthineſs of the 
Receiver. | 43 oy hin 

If thou contracteſt Marriage, firſt Value the 
Wiſdom and Virtue of her thou chuſeth, then the 
Circumſpection and Reputation of her Family in 
a religious and political Senſe, the one is a Com- 
fort in all Circumſtances, the other may be a Fur- 
therance to thine Increaſe in Riches ; he that mar- 
Ties a virtuous Woman of a pious Family, has a 
double Comfort; he that marries ſuch a one of 
an indifferent Family, has a ſingle Share; but he 
that marries one of that Character from a bad 
Stock, ought firſt to prove the Sincerity of her 
Pretenſions, for a good Branch ſeldom comes from 
an ill Root: Tis better to marry one whoſe Portion 
of Wiſdom, Virtue and Induſtry, is in her, than 
one that has Hundreds without it; the one increaſeth 

thy Subſtance and Satisfaction, the other waſtes 
both. Tho 'the unmarried being religioully devoted 
are in an uninterrupted Capacity to 2 the Lord, 
yet the inſtinct in Nature ſupplies us with many 
Arguments for a double Life, we muſt have a Mate 
to partake of our Joy, and ſympathize in our Sor- 
row; afford us Counſel inclining to Felicity, and 
conducing to our prudent Management of Buſi- 
neſs, a ſecond Self and a ſecond Help; we muſt an- 
ſwer the end of our Creation in a religious Life, 
and in Procreating and Educating chole who may 


Jurvive us therein. 


Baſhful 


(3 


Baſnfulneſs and Modeſty are Twins, Ornaments, 


becoming Men in ſome, but Women in all Caſes, 
and Antidotes againſt Sin in both, they are Reins 
reſtraining the Females from Actions, unbecoming 
and diſhonourable to their Sex. = 
' Amoneſt the ancients, Modefty and Baſhfulneſs 


were certain Indications of a noble and libefal 


Education, thoſe had Encomiums of Praife and 
Virtue, and met with Preferment proportioned to 
their Merit. f e 
Amongſt the modern Doctors, tis the reverſe: 
Impudence is the beſt Breeding ; and Loquacity, 
inſtead of Silence, the moſt noble Education: Not 
to be qualified for Converſation of all Ranks, is 
a Fault; and to make Company uneaſy with too 
much Freedom in Diſcourts, is a greater. Af- 
fe& not too much ro a& the Country Joan, nor 
the Court Lady; neither be baſhful to act the 
good Chriſtian, tho“ the unchriſtian Man may 
contemn thee for it. 
Marry not thy Daughter to a Churl, nor place 
thy Son an Apprentice with him: His furly Tem- 


per will hurt her Conſtitution, his Expreſſions will 


afflict her: What he affords his Family is like the 
Miſer's Liberality, with Reluctancy and Reflecti- 
on; he'll ſcarcely afford Neceſſaries to his own 
Children, and therefore cannot be Bountiful to 
other Men's : Tis better to be a Servant to a ge- 
nerous and well-natur'd Man, than a Wife to a 
rich Churl. | . wnth 
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e 
Concerning the ſhortneſs of Time. 5 
F i ſhort, chens not therefore the 
1. Work of thy Salvation, tis of ſuch Value 


that it cannot be purchaſed with Money, tho' 
Money in Time may be purchaſed by Induſtry; 


be therefore more careful of the Abuſe of Time, 


which with Application may procure a Patrimony, 
than of Money, which cannot purchaſe Time. 
Do with Diligence and Delight that good which 
is thy Duty to do, thou knoweſt not how long 
Time thou may'ſt have to do it in, and let Va- 
nity (the high Road to Iniquity) and that Re- 
creation which ſeduces from Religion, have the 
laſt and leaſt Share in thine Imployment. 
Did we ſpend our Time in Piety and Virtue, 
making them the Maſter, and nothing inferior to 
honeſt Labour and Induſtry the Servant,we ſhould be- 
come good Chriſtians and rich Men ; yea, we ſhould 
have ſome Time, and much Money, to viſit the af- 
fied, and ſupply our poor Friends and Neigh- 
bours; alſo we ſhould have more ſolid and fewer 
tranſient Pleaſures, more Health and Subſtance, 
bur leſs Sickneſs and Poverty. | 
Our Career towards Eternity is winged, and 
meets with no Obſtruction, tho our Race and Per- 
ſeverance in Virtue, which prepares us for it, 
admits of many Delays, and frequent Interrup- 
tions: Pleaſures divert us, Profit imploys our 
Minds, and Sins out- ſway our love to Godlineſs. 
Many ſtudy Sports and Paſtimes, and to ſpend 
Time, that ineſtimable Gem, at Cards and Dice, 
to paſs which in God's fear ſnould be their chief 
Study; we are by Recreations diverted from Re- 


ligion 
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ligion, provoked to Execrations, and to waſte our 
ime and Subſtance in Vanities and Extravagan- 


„ e Ora 

775200 me to number my Days, ſaid the Pſalmiſt, 
'twas that he might weigh his Words in a true 
Balance, and meaſure his Works with the Line of 
Equity, that as his Days decreaſed, his Works of 
Righteouſneſs might increaſe, and he apply his 
Heart to Wiſdom, in making leſs Proviſion for the 
mortal Tabernacle, and more for the Felicity of 
that immortal Subſtance, which muſt have a Reſi- 
dence in Eternity. r | 


CHAP, VII. 
C oncerning Accounts, Moral and Divine. 


IS the Qualification of a compleat Mer- 

chant to keep his Accounts fairly ſtated, 
to Correſpond duly, to give Intelligence ſeaſonably, 
and to ſettle often; this preſerves Friendſhip and 
prevents Fraud, or Injury on either Side; and if 
thy keeping Accounts fair with thy Creator hath 
not preceded this, and excited thee to it, let the 
Regularity of thine Accounts with Men remind 
thee of thoſe with thy Creator; ſo will thy Affairs 
be ſettled for the Peace of thy Poſterity, and thy 
Peace with thy Creator be made without Inter- 
ruption: Keep a Journal of all his Mercies and 
Bleſſings, and of his Judgments and Corrections, 
of all thy acts of Charity and Faithfulneſs, as well 
as of thy Diſobedience and Immorality, and be 
careful to Transfer them into the Ledger of thy 
Life, and if thy Diſobedience do out- balance thy 
Fidelity, and his Mercies his Judgments, * 
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2 of future Juſtice, and N to wits 
Peace with him adjuſting 4 Balance of Repen- | 
tance and Reformation. 1 
A. ſedate on unbiaſs 4 with the Paſſign of 
Satie, ite, before we can form an ex- 
act Tea of the een of our Ente prizes; he that 
ſteers prudentiy in Trade muſt look bork before 
and behind, , weighing Ixconveniencies with the 


x "Left, as well as Conyeniencies' with the Right 
| Hand; he muſt compute certain Loſs, with we 
rofit 


Paple Profit. in ſome Caſes, and certain 
with probable Loſs in others, and then proceed 
judicioufly: Tho' Honey open'd Jonathan s Eyes 


and ſtrengthen d * yet the Proſpect rhoteof, 


in humane Affairs, ſhuts ours from ſeeing the 


Wormwood and Gall, or preparing an Antidote 
n either. | 
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1 H A P. VIII. 
| Concerning Swearing and khr. 


W all wil and Enormities, Oaths 280 * 
precations in perſonal Conference are at- 


repded with the leaſt Share of bodily Pleaſure or 
4 . en Advantage, and when "fed. through 


entation, or audaciouſly contrived 12 Preme- 


_ditation in Contempt of the Laws God and 
Man they are preſumpruous Sins, wels Divine 


Vengeance as well as humane Authority to ſup- 
preſs them. When throngh Cowardice with 5 


2 2 Suftering Son * God, co gratify the 


as of Men, this ſhews our Imprudence 


a anf iges 1 alſo; ſince by Munning the 2 
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niſhment from Men, which is ſometimes limited 
in its Execution, and proves always tranfient in 
its Duration, we give Security to him that is 


Osmnipotent to endure that Judgment which in 


Jaſtice he may inflict on our Ferſons or Subſtance 
here, and on our Souls hereafter, whoſe rowling and 
penetrating Eye brings us (with Peter) to a reluc- 
tancy for our preſent and former Impieties, and 
to true Repentance for the Commiſſion of them; 
his Mercy to us is greater than ours to each o- 
ther; not that Man's Severity ſhonld terrify us 
into Diſobedience to God, in Dependence on his 
Mercy, but thar his Love and Lenity- might in- 
"duce us as well to contemn Man's Severity, as 
to remember and reverence him becauſe of his 
* Goodneſs; and ſince Peter, a Man of avowed 
Zeal and Integrity (the ſtrongeſt Obligation to 
our bounden Duty) abandoned his Lord in Time 
of 2 and Humiliation, the Inſtances of 
- well-natur'd Children unnaturally deſerting their 
afflicted Parents are leſs Cauſe of Amazement, 
which tho' common in many, are commendable in 
none that practiſe them. = 
Let not the paſſion of Envy, or of Anger ſo 
over-rule thy Temper, Reaſon or Religion, as to 
excite Oaths and Impreeations to remove Incre- 
dulity; or Execrations and Curſes againſt th 
Neighbour, becauſe of Antipathy ; God will nor 


- 


hold thoſe guiltleſs who uſe his facred Name blaſ- 


phemouſly or-jrreverently, whoſe Mercy is more 


denoted in withholding, than our Prudence is in in- 


vaking, or our Goodneſs in not deſerving his 

| Jacgments we belch our Oaths in e 
as if they were meritoriovs ig both Worlds, and 
Execrations againſt our Fellow- Creatures, as if 
they were a laudable Ornament in Converſation : 
The God offers Lenity Cw to us, TY 
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ſhew Hatred and Hoſtility to each other; thus 


the practice of Sin has ſo removed - remorſe of 
Cintrence for (inning, that Men ſay, ſwearing 


graces their Diſcourſe, whereas the Grace of God 
adorn'd the Converſation and Diſcourſe of the 
Primitive Chriſtians, and taught them to deny 
Swearing, and to tranſmit their Teſtimonies againſt 
it to Poſterity. | N 


. . >Tis apparent how apt Inferiors are to follow 


and ĩmitate the Preſident, and pattern, of Superi- 
ors and Elders; if there fore Parents, Tutors and 
Maſters would refrain from this vicious and ſin- 


ful Habit, their Precepts and Commands being in- 
forced by Example, would be prevalent upon their 


Children, Pupils and Servants, who abſtaining 
from it in Youth, would rarely imbibe it in a more 


mature Age. 


How different are the Perſuaſions and Senti- 
ments of Men concerning Swearing ! One takes a 
large Latitude in common Converſation, yet re- 
fakes an Oath in Courts of Judicature z another 


refuſes them in Conference, yet uſes them in Ju- 
dicial Affairs, not of Inclination, but of Neceſ- 
fity, (as he terms it) for Diſcuſſing of Differen- 
ces, to rectify the Injured, and retrieve himſelf 
from Suffering, or Cenſure for Refuſal; and a 


third, ſwears in Court and Converſation: The 
firſt is the greateſt Hypocrite; the ſecond the 
beſt Moraliſt; but the third is neither a good 
Moraliſt nor compleat Chriſtian. Thus Men 
(ſaith a certain Author) ſwear by the Contents 
of the Book, whoſe Contents forbids ſwearing at 
all; and kiſs the Book, which Book commands 
them to kiſs the Son, whoſe Command is, Swear 
a i l.. | | 

From Oaths impartially taken, Men proceed 


to Bribery. to peryert them, and this produces 


Perjury, 


(19) 

Perjury, an Offence reprehended in old Times, and 
highly heinous now in the Sight of God, and ſhame- 
ful as well as Criminal in the Sight of Men. 

Thoſe who from Paſſion, proceed to Execra- 
tion, new neither Reaſon nor Religion; Paſſion 
deprives Men of Reaſon, and an unbridted 
Tongue ſhews, the Pretence of Religion vain. 
Such uſe God's Name with polluted Lips, who 
will be glorified in the Deſtruction of thoſe who 
approach him irreyerently: They blaſpheme the 

ing of Heaven, when the common uſing the 
Name of a worldly Prince would be accounted pre- 
ſumptuous; his Name is like precious Ointment, 
not to be uſed in Common, but upon ſolemn 
Occaſions. | 

Know well every thing which thou affirmeſt, 
but divulge not every thing which thou knoweſt; 
he that affirms upon Fame, builds upon a ſandy 
Foundation, leaving his Character liable to Im- 
peachment; he who divulges all he knous be- 
trays Friendſhip, infringes on the Rules of Civil 
Society, and cauſeth Variance among Neigbours ; 
but he that affirms in Evidence, what he has nor 
ſeen and known, brings Blame upon his Commu- 


nity, and Puniſnment upon himſelf; let thine At- 


firmation be the Truth, and nothing but the 
Truth. | 


— — 


CHAP. IX. 


Concerning Friendjbip and good Neighbourhood. | 


IF thine Acquaintance want what thou can't 
1 eaſily ſpare, accommodate him witl ir, if thou 
do it not for Religion, do it for Friendſhip- ſake ; 
7 D 2 "> "= 008 
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(20 
tis ſometimes better to diſappoint thy felf, than 
diſoblige thy Friend; a good Neighbour is no 
ſmall part of Civil Society, and a great Comfort in 
human Life. 

Repair Breaches in Friendſhip, but make none ; 
accommodate Differences, but occaſion none; let 
not petty Diſcords between thine and Neighbours 
Children, or Servants, cauſe Conteſts between their 
Parents or Maſters; Childrens Malice is ſoon over, 
and Servants are incenſed, or ififluenced by their 
Maſters : If thou can'ſt not have Abraham's offer, 
nor Lot 's Election, ſubje& thy Cauſe to the De- 
termination of others, the Prudence of thine Ar- 
bitrator may juftly inſpect the Cauſe, and his Judg- 
ment may impartially determine it, | | 
Borrow little, but provide for thine own Emer- 
gencies, lend cheerfully to ſupply others, not for 
a Penny in the Purfe, if thy Circumſtances will 
allow it, nor for Pride and Vain glory, but that 
thou mayſt be a good Neighbour, as well as be 
ſo accounted; he that lends nothing, diſobligeth 
his Neighbour and himſelf in the End, and he 
that lends all, obligeth a Friend, to diſoblige him- 
ſelf; a great Borrower is like to an impudent Beg- 
gar, and much alike Welcome. 

What thou borroweſt, return duly, fo mayft 
thou be ſupplied again; and what thou lendeſt to 
aſſiſt a Friend in diſappointment, blaze not abroad, 
that may Prejudice the end for which it is bor- 
rowed ; we muſt ſometimes act the real Chriſtian 
by lending to him from whom we expect no re- 
turn 

Go not to Law of Choice but of Neceſſity, put 
the Juſtice of thy Cauſe in one Balance, and the 
Perplexity, Expence, and Diſappointments at Law 
in the other; if it prove an Equililrium, call thy 
Friends to turn the Scale; if for the Law, be well 

1 l F adviſed 
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adviſed in thy ſetting out at the Beginning, let 
thy Lawyers be of the greateſt Skill and Integri- 
ty; if thou reftrifteſt them in their Fees, they'll 
return it in the Miſmanagement of thy Caule j 
if thou conceal che weakeſt Part of thy Cafe, thou 
hindereft the Phyſician from a right Application. 

If Miſunderſtanding ariſe betwixt thee and 
thy Friend, be not ſhy, but repair the Breach by 
Conference, if he own himſelf the Aggreſſor, extort 
not the moft rigorous Conceffion from him, know- 
ing thine own lafirmity ; if thou art the Offender, 
proſtrate thy ſelf to his Mercy, the ſtouteſt Ad- 
verſaries are ſooneſt quelt'd by Submiſſion : If Miſ- 
apprehenſions ariſe amongſt Aſſociates, foment not 
the Coals of Contention, but extinguiſh em by 
the Oyl of Love: A Whiſperer ſeparateth chief 
Friends, but a Peace - maker is bleſſed. 
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CHAP. + « 


Concerning the Government of Princes, and 
Obedience of Subjects. 


"FY the undonbted Prerogative of Princes to 
Command, and the Duty of Subjects to 
Obey ; yet as the King of Kings hath reſerved to 
himſelf alone the Sovereignty over the Conſciences 
of Men, all Princes who derive their Dignity un- 
der him, ſhould act in their Sphere, protecting the 
Perſons and Properties of their Subjects, not im- 
pong Laws upon Conſcience, the Prerogative of 
him that's above them, whoſe Ambition may be 
abated with the Conſideration that they are under 
Sub jection to the King of Kings, to whom for their 
25 8755 __Govern- 
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Government and ' Stewardſhip they wuſt be ac- 
countable. "I 

When the Laws of God, and of our Prince or 
Parent, contradict each other, tis ſaſer to obey 
the Precepts of the moſt Incomprehenſible King, 
than to comply with the Edicts of Fallible Prin- 
ees, ſince David's Integrity was not Proof againſt 
Bat hſbeba's Beauty, nor Solomon's Wiſdom a De- 
fence againſt the Allurements of Evil; *tis better 
to be a Daniel in Diſobedience to Men, than a 
Judas in Rebellion to God; yet no Diſobedience 
ro Princes is to be cloak'd under the Pretexture of 
Sanctity, without a conſcientious Perſuaſion ground- 
ed upon a Foundation of Holy Writ. 

The Canopies of Kings denote their Power, the 
Richneſs whereof may be valued, their Extent 
meaſured, whereunto Men of Nobility and Di- 
ſtinction may approach; but the Canopy of the 
Supream King is more valuable than the richeſt 
Diamonds, . whoſe Expanſion is Immenſe, and 
higher than Thrones or Dominions can approach 
unto; yet ſuch is his condeſcenſion to Men, that 
all, without reſpect of Perſons, have acceſs unto 
him, who fear him, and walk uprightly before 
him, from the greateſt ' Prince to the meaneſt 
Peaſanr. 

A Prince may confide in his Subjects to deliver 
an Embaſſy; a Friend may repoſe Truſt in his 
Aſſociate for Secrecy; a Maſter may commit his 
Subſtange to a Servant, in dependence of his Ho- 
neſty, and a Father may rely on a Tutor to e- 
ducate his Son in Humanity and Chriſtianity ; 
he that in any of theſe acts perfidiouſly is a 
Traytor; the firſt to his King and Country, de- 
ſerving Death; the ſecond to his Friend, merit - 
ing Infamy; the third to his Maſter, who till he 
makes Reſtitution, may have the Diſgrace of Diſ- 

honeſty ; 


(23) 
honeſty ; and the fourth to his Benefactor, de- 
ſerving Diſregard. 1 

The Honey of God's Reward for faithfulneſs 
here, ſweetens the Wormwood of Man's Puniſh- 
ment for it; but the richeſt of Man's Rewards 
cannot dulcify the Gall of God's Judgments z the 


. Rewards and Puniſhments of the one are Tempo 
| 


rary, Finite, Pecuniary, or Corporal; but the 
wards and Puniſhments of the other are ſome- 
times in part Earthly and Tranſient, and often 
perpetual and permanent. Sale. ; a 
Approach the Almighty with Reverence, - thy 
Prince with Submiſſion, thy Parents with Obedi- 
ence, and thy Maſter with Reſpe&; the beft 
Chriſtian is moſt humble; he is the beſt Subject, 
the moſt dutiful Son and faithful Servant. | 
Hath thy Prince plac'd thee in Civil Authority, 
let thine Authority be civilly executed, to the 


Honour of him that gave it, and the Reputation 


of him that received it; if thou ruleſt by Commiſſion 
and not Affection, thou haſt not half the Govern- 
ment, for the latter implants the Obſervance of 
the former, which without it will be evaded: A 
Miniſter of Juſtice ought to be as impartial. and 
free from Bribery as Samuel, and as wiſe as So- 
lomon, to divide Judgment, and not give the li- 
ving Child to the Impoſtor. 2 * 
If thou art placed in a State of Hierarchy, 

firſt rule well thine own. Paſſions, ſo ſhalt thou 
govern thine own Family and Chriſt's Flock the 
better, thy private Conduct and Oeconomy will 
be as lively Oracles calling for Attention to thy 
Counſels; let thine Admonitions be courteous, 
thy Reproofs juſt, yet inftrugive, and thy Cen- 
ſures ſharp, firſt againſt the Fact, and next the 
Agent; he that gives good Advice builds with 
one Hand; he that gives good Counſel and Ex- 

8 2 ; _ ample, 


z . ont ON ae bes rok Hrs if SE Dr AI DIS, 7. 
2 8 = WW N 


(24) 
| h ample, builds with both; but he that gives good 
| Admonition and bad Example, builds with one 
| hand and pulls down with the other; Counſel 
| to Piety from impious Livers, is like a Ball thar 
| _ rebounds upon him that throws' it; but a pious 
| Exhortation from a virtuons Perſon, is as Balm 

that heals the Heart of him chat hears it. 
WH He is the beſt Ruler over others who moſt com- 
| | mands himſelf, and has been well govern'd by o- 
thers; true Suffering for thy Prince in inferior 
Stations, is the way to higher Preferment under 
him, and to a right Qualification for it. 
| | Let not the Intereſt, but the Merit of thy 
| Subjects induce thee to promote them; this in- 
courages Virtue in others, and makes thee ſafe in 
thy Promotions; let the Quality of their Prefer- 
ment be adapted to their Genius and Capacity : 
| To confer great Honours upon weak Heads, makes 
| more Apes and Aſſes than Stateſmen and Politi- 
| cians; this diſhonours the Prince and diſturbs the 
People ; a Martial Man ſeldom makes a good Ple- 
nipotentiary, and 4 Peace-maker rarely makes a 
| good General or high Admiral; as all Growths 
| are gradual, ſo make thy Promotions; a precipi- 
| | tant one hurries thy Favourite beyond his Capa- 
| city, to thy Subje&'s Diſcontent, and his Detri- 
| ment ; when he that aſcends gradually, learns 
| every Duty by Gradation and Experience; this is 
eeaſieſt for the Prince that employs, and ſafeſt for 
the People over whom he is promoted. 

He that is raiſed to Honour in Princes-Courts, 
muſt be humble; for as the Acts of Providence 
are various, ſo the Favours of Princes are _ 

rious ; ſuch are as on a Theatre, ſeen by all, ad- 
mired by ſome, and emulated by many; and if 

not in this Reign, "tis hkely in the next, that 

haughty Hamam may wait on mourning Mordecai. 


* 


. of Apprentiees to embrace 7 Opportunities before 


| C25) 
He that bears a publick Character, ought pub 
lickiy to fupport the Dignity of the Character 
which he bears, ſeaſonably diſpatching the Buſineſs 
of his Prince, ſince hat is done unſeaſonably is 
not done ; and Obedience in FaR, but not in Time, 
is at beft but SemifatFum. When thou art raiſed. 
to Honour, firſt promote the moſt meritorious, 
giving thy former Acquaintance the Preference,, 
but to all ſhew Humility and Humanity, inſtruc- 
ting the Ignorant, and comforting the Mournful. 
If thou formeſt an Alliance with a Prince to 
ſtrengthen thine own Dominions, and defend his, 


conſider if his Wealth and Courage be equal with 


thine, whether thy Confidence in him may be pro- 
portioned thereto ; where two are bound the Sol- 
vent bears the burden of the Inſolvent. 
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CHAP. XI. 
Concerning Maſters and Apprentices 


N Apprentice-ſhip is a School to learn all 
Things xelating to that Trade and Buſineſs 
to which Parents place their Children, tis there- 
fore Incumbent on Maſters to inſtruct them not 
only to fell for their Advantage, but to buy for 


their own, ſince buying is the firſt, and ſelling the 


laſt end of Trade ; our right Management in the 
former faves much Time and Trouble, as well as 
Treat” loſs of Intereſt, and ſomerimes Principal 
in che latter: Goods well Bought being halt Sold. 
"Tis the Duty of Maſters to acquaint Appren- 
rices wien thoſe they buy of as well as thoſe they ſell 
to, it being their Birth-right'; and tis the Intereſt 


their 


(26 Y. 
their Service expires, that may contribute thereto ; 
it was for that end their Parents placed them, . that 
they might not only learn what to deal in, but who 
to deal with, and from whom to buy the beſt and 
cheapeſt Goods, as well as to whom to ſell the 
deareſt and ſafeſt; and as thoſe Maſters who pre- 
vent them, have more Cunning than Honeſty, for 
which they cannot account to their Conſcience, 
ſb thoſe Apprentices who” are hindred by them, 
have more Simplicity than Ingenuity, or Induſtry, 
and cannot account for it to themſelves, or their 
Poſterity. .. nn 

' Maſters, whilſt they inſtru their Servants in 
their Duty to them, ſhould not omit to example 
and inform them in their Duty to God, prudent- 
ly appointing the Seaſons for both, that they might 
not be buſiè or playing when they ſhould be em- 
— in praying, nor pray when they ſhould be 
buſie 


Arguments for Pleaſure and Recreation in young 
Tradeſmen, inſtead of Diligence and Application, 
are young Arguments; their Pattern joined with 
their Reaſoning, give looſe Reins to their Ser- 
vants, and for want of judging Right at firſt, they 


i themſelves by Miſcarriage at laſt. 


Tradeſman behind the Counter ſnould have 
no Paſſion or Reſentment; his Patience and Courti- 
ſy without Advantage To day, may procure him 
much Profit, with ſmall Trouble To- morrow; the 
Seller is Servant to the Buyer; and as the Fiſh 
that plays with the Bait, when humoured by the 
Angler, is caught at laſt; ſo the Buyer, whoſe 
curious Eye tryeth much, when attended by the 
Seller, is often tempted, and taken at laſt, 

Hath thy Maſter intruſted thee with his Secrets, 
divulge them not to his Detriment, left his loſs 


be thy Ruin; hath he committed his Subſtance and 


Chil- 


„ 


* 
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Ghildren to thy Charge, acquit thy ſelf Honeſt- 
ly; that thy Servants may do ſo to thee and thine; 
an unfaithful Servant within thy Walls is a Vi- 
per in thy Hand, and a Serpent in thy Boſory; 
"a bad Servant rarely makes a good Maſter; and 
a bad Maſter ſeldom makes a good Servant; a 
marrying Apprentice often makes a repenting Mer- 
chanes! fr 22151 *y e 1 


- 


* 1 
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CHAP. XII. ; 
Concerning Civility and good Manners, 


# 1 QU GH, belch, ſpit, ſneeze, and yawn as 
3 little as thou canſt in ſight of Company, and 
when inevitable, make as little Sound as poſſible 
for Decency's ſake. 2 f. 

Expreſs not Delight in the Affliction of any, 
tis a Demonſtration of Diſregard to him and an in- 
ſulting of him in his Miſery; neither Boaſt of thy 
Courage, avoiding alſo to deride the Infirmities, 
or deſpiſe the Deformities of others. x 

In addreſſing any Perſon, eſpecially of Diſtinc- 
tion, hold not thy Mouth ſo near his Face as to 
bedew him with thy Breath; for afl Mens Breath 
is nauſeous, and ſome Mens intolerable. | 

Apply to Perſons of Quality with an Air of 
Regard, rather than Softneſs, by few Words, 
fewer Repetitions, and the moſt important Truths ; 
being humble and not fawning; with Superiors, 
courteous and fair-ſpoken ; not over-famuliar or 
ſurly with Inferiors. | 

In the Preſence of great Men, neither demon- 
ſtrate thy ſelf Melancholy nor Muſing; it implies 
the Abſence of thy Mind in the Pretence of thy 
rr! N E 2 Body, 


2 


(28) | 
Body, which they impute to thy diſregard of them; 
be not overfree nor too froward. " 

Look not into the Letters, Books, or Papers of 
another, neither liſten at his Doors or Windows, 
the one is Immoral, the other Illegal; one implies 


a Deſire to inſpe& another Man's Buſineſs ; 


the other Guilt and Inclination to hear his Ex- 

reſſions, which he may juſtly utter in Defam- 
ing thee; the Liſtener ſeldom hears good of himſelf, 
ſaith the Proverb. — — 

Look not at him whom thou Accoſteſt, either 
gazingly, as if thou wer't taking his Picture, or 
timerouſly, as if thou hadſt offended him: The one 
denotes Impudence, the other Guilt and Self-dif- 
fidence, 

- Uſe not at Table any ſlovenly, or nauſeous 
Diſcourſe, neither ſmelling to, or finding Faulr 
with the Meat or drefling, nor praiſing it im- 
moderately ; the firſt nauſeates the Appetites of 
the Gueſts; the ſecond offends him that entertains, 
and the laſt exalts the Nicety. of thy Guſt above 
that of thy Neighbours. | 

. Obſerve not at Table what and how others eat; 


| keep no ſullen Silence nor diſcontented Looks, 


thine Eye turning to all while thy Face ftandeth 
fill'; neither Eye nor point to one, while thou 
ſpeaks to another ; the Erd gives Cauſe of Suſpi- 
cion, that thou cenſureſt all; the ſecond, occaſions 
Jealonſy, that thou art talking of ſome, or ani- 
madverting the Conduct of others. 2 
If thou inviteſt any to thy Houſe, ſhew thy ſelf 
kind with a cheerful Face, not ſhutting thy Coun- 
tenance while thou openeſt tliy Courts; ſpeak not 
much before thy Gueſts, of thy coſtly Entertain- 
ments to others, leſt they ſuſpect thy ſpeaking the 


like of them; nor Buſtle, whiſpering to one Ser- 


vant, and looking angry at another. 
| nen noun 


(29) 5 
Confirm not thy Diſcourſe hy huſſing, cu 
ſwearing, or laying of Wagers; neither ſpeak thro. 
the. Noſe, wrying the Mouth, ſwelling the Cheoks, 
putting out the Lips, humming, hauking, or uſing 
any affected or unſeemly Geſtures, which are nau- 
ſeous and ridiculous - bd 
_ Uſe not the Name of God irreverently, nor an 
Imitation of it, as Dad, inconſiderately, nor the 
Name of the Devil uently; neither accuſtom 
thy ſelf to ſpeak courſe By-words or indecent 
8 which are only in Vogue with the 
Vulgar. 6 | 1 
Mock not at pious Perſons, or their devout 
Actions; the Judgment which befel the young 
Children for mocking the old Prophet, may be 
thy Monitor; the Acts of Religion are devout and 
ſerious, which, as they are ordained of God, ſo 
they are offer d to him, who will puniſh thoſe 


that contemn them. | 


|  Engroſs not all the Talk 1 un- 
mannerly; neither talk loud, tis di in 
repeating Stories, avoid frequently, ſaying, Quoth 
he, or ſaid I, which being ſeldom. repeated, may 
be often imply'd ; otherwiſe the Connexion of thy 
Words is obſtructed, the Smoothneſs of thy Sen- 
Uſe not a direct Contradiction to any, unleſs 
it be a very impudent Inferior; and not then, 
except thou art concern d, or thine Opinion asł d- 
ſnatch not the Word out of thy Neighbour's 
Mouth, ſaying, Thou wouldſt ſay thus; nor ſlop 
* ſhort, ſaying, I know thy Meaning by thy 
umping. 0 

Anſwer not a Queſtion which is propos d to 

another; give not frequent Interruptions to any, 


nor turn thy Back to him that ſpeaks to hes; 
* 1 


(30) 

theſe are intolerable Incivilities in Converſa- 
Speak with Contempt of no Man, leſt it bring 
thee into the fame Condition; eſpecially, if a 
Friend of his be preſent; ſay not, tis true, I can 

rove it, yet I pray thee tell it not to any; this 
ridges thy Veracity into Queſtion, implies either 
thine Enmity to the Perſon diſcours'd of, or th 
being a Tatler, and one that's Officious in the 
Affairs of others. | 

In Company, be careful to watch againſt Cu- 
rioſity and needleſs Enquiries; do not habituate 
thy ſelf to lolling or ſtaring about, or changin 


Poſtures; nor be Naſty in thy Cloaths by mue 


Sweating, biting thy Nails, rubbing thy Teeth, 


picking thy Noſe or Ears, nor handling any Parts 


of thy Body which are ufually covered. 

_ Whiſper not to any in Company; hearken not 
to whiſperers in a private Capacity, nor talk in 
a Language of which the reſt are Ignorant ; they 
will Conjecture that thou talk'ſt of them; bur if 
thou haſt any private Buſineſs, when none is earneſt 
in Diſcourſe, and the Narration near over, ask 
Leave, and take thy Friend aſide. 2 
J0o render thy ſelf Acceptable in Company, 
ſtay not too long to make loathing, but leave them 
with an Appetite: Accuſtom not thy ſelf to fre- 
quent and obſtinate Arguments. . 
In Company read not a Letter, even about thine 
own Buſineſs, if it may be delayed; neither com- 


mend nor chide they Servants, nor make thy Perſon, 


Family; Relations or Affairs, the frequent Sub- 
jects of thy Diſcourſe in the Society of Strangers. 
Forbear telling in Company where thou art not 


well known, any ſtrange Things, leſt thou be e- 


ſteemed a Romancer; tell no lies in Diſcourſe; 
uſe no Rhodomontadoes, be not Hyperbolica} in 
es : prathng 


(3) 
' praiſing any Perſon, or Thing: Extravagant Com- 
—— bring Veracity into Queſtion, and 
are ungrateful to the Hearers. * 

In relating Occurences, uſe not unneceſſary 
Circumſtances, clap not in a needleſs Parentheſis, 
nor make repeated Pauſes or Stops, neither ſpend 
much Time in uſing long and impertinent Excuſes 

or Ceremonies, ſayings, pray Pardon me, I know not 
how-to deliver or expreſs myſelf, , '  — 

If Company fall into prophane or obſcene, Diſ- 
courſe, 'abandon them if poſſible; if thou art bound 
to ſtay, make not one of the lewd Gang, nor give 
. Contradiction to a poſitive Aſſertion, 
ſaying ruſtically, I do not believe thee. = 

In ſpeaking, uſe not too little Geſture, like an 
Image without Life, that's not Gravity, but Stu- 
pidity ; nor ſo much, as to throw thy Arms about 
like an Antick, that's Foppery. | 

When a Perſon hath informed thee of any 
Occurrence, do not ſtare at him, and ask him 
what he ſaid, that ſhews thou contemneſt the Re- 
lator and mindeſt not the Relation. 
Wen thou talkeſt with any, fix not thine Eye 
conſtantly on another Object, that betokens A- 
mazedneſs, nor let thine Eyes rove round, it de- 
notes thy muſing at ſomething elſe, nor turn thine 
Eyes one way and thy Face another, it ſignifies 
either Simplicity or Knavery. 8 

At all Houſes where thou goeſt, leave the Ser- 
vants ſatisfied, otherwiſe they'll blaſt thy Charac- 


cer. 17 ach, £4 "EP 1 
In Company thou mayſt freely Diſcourſe of 
tters of Learning, Philoſophy, Poetry, ancient 


and modern Hiſtory, Government of foreign 
Princes, and in a Word of Generals, which, may 
be leaſt Offenſive, and moſt Acceptable and In- 
ſtructive to the Company, /, 


I (32) 
l Abſtain from diſſolute and f66kfh Laughter, 
from perulant Jefts' and unſeemly Jeering, which 


il may turn any one out of Temper; deſire nor the 

il "Place, nor be troubleſome in debaſing thy 

iſt ſelf to the Loweft: 

| | If thy Friend tell thee of thy Faults, be not 

ll angry and begin to deny them, nor uſe thy ſelf to MB 
i affeck a Smile upon every Man; tis rather a Sign 
it of a vain Mind and treacherous Diſpoſition, than 3 
1 of a cheerful Spirit and friendly Temper, IF 
it Above all Things avoid Affectation in Poſture, mo 
it Geſture or Addreſs; the beſt bred Men, as the 1 
1 came to be ſo by Uſe and Obſervation only, 10 $ 
| | they practiſe it without Aſſectation. | 1 

1 ; CHAP: XIII. 

il 

| | | Concerning Life and Death. 

4 HE Life of every Creature exiſts according 

lit to its Nature; Vegetables have Life without 

I | vilible Action, the continuance of which fometimes 

i depends upon God's Providence and Man's Pru- 

If dence that govertis them; the Life of Senſitives 

1 is attended with a Natural, if not à Rational In- 

'x ſtinct, for the continuance and preſervation of it, 

Il both from natural Cauſes and common Caſual- 

1 ties tending to curtail it; yet their Life and 

1 Action is ſubject to him that forms, and ſome- 

| | times to Man that rules them, for their Duration 

's or hort Continnance ; theſe are fo much deperi- 

ti dent on each other that there's no Action with- 

| out. Life, and rarely any Life without Motion, 

| tho ſometimes not perceptible, © © 

lj | I 
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The great Creator hath endued Man with 
two noble Principles above the reſt of his Crea- 
tion, -viz. Reaſon, and a Principle to inftru&t him 
in Religion; the one to govern his humane Acti- 
ons, the other to rule his religious ones; yet ſo 
prevalent are our vicious Appetites, that they are 
ſometimes predominant over both, reducing the 
Body to Miſery, tho” it were of Braſs, and en- 
railing on 48 a Multitude of Infirmities; 
thus Subſtance is decreaſed when numerous Diſea- 
. ſes diſable us from increaſing it; and tho? theſe 
Extremities require abundance to fuſtain' us, yer 
Poverty and Infirmity attend us, and accompany 
each other as the Effect of our Extravagancy; 4 
Practice inferior to Animals, who naturally pro- 
vide for Life and Suſtenance againſt all Attempts; 
much lefs do they uſually contribute imprudently 
to deftfoy either. 

As the gratifying: of our ſenſual Inclinations 
is too often our, Religion, ſo we delay the Con- 
ſideration of Death, as if it's ever- approaching 
were ambiguous, or its tremendous Meffage might 
be poftpon'd' at our Pleaſure ; Sanctification, the 
neceſſary Preparative for it, is omitted, as if it 
might be commanded in our Will and at our Li- 
mitation; thus Man, who ſhould” act in ſubſer- 
viency to his Saviour, aſſumes a wilful Sovereign- 
ty over the Dictates of his Monitor, and tho he 
profeſſes a Belief of Future Judgment, yet lives as 
tho' it muſt neceſſarily juſtify his preſent Conduct: 
Yea; the Horror of future Puniſhment for Wicked- 
nefs, which ſhould deter us from committing it, 
and the Conſolation of heavenly Rewards, which 
ſhould* encourage us in the proſecution of Vir- 
tue, are buried in the Grave of Oblivion by our 
Actions, which are as * and living Monu- 


ments 
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ments of our Shame and Contempt; and tho we 
deny poſthumous Purgation, and allow, that no 
Impurity can enter the heavenly Kingdom, yet 
we prefer Matters of the leaſt Conſequence be- 
fore thoſe of the greateſt Importance, and defer 
the Work of Sanctification to the laſt Moments, 
which then, thro' the Impenitency of our Hearts, 
or the Predominancy 'of our Infirmities, we take 
no Care about, or cannot accompliſh. 

Let the Bitters of Life, thy Loſſes and Croſſes, 
abate thy exorbitant Pleaſure in its ſweeteſt En- 
joyments; and let the Sweetneſs of thy former 
and preſent Poſſeſſions, thy Health and Proſperity, 
extenuate the acid and ſtinging Afflictions which 
ſome time befal thee ; this brings Humility and 
Moderation on the one hand, and Patience with 
Contentment on the other, making an ' Equilibri- 
um of Temper and Inclination in the various 
Diſpoſitions of Providence and Viciffitudes of hu- 
man Life. 1 

Our Paſſions being over-whelmed by the So- 
lace of our Subſtance, do make us forget the In- 
conſtancy thereof ro us, and our ſhort continu- 
ance therewith, yea, and even the Certainty and 
ſometimes the Suddenneſs of Death alſo ; which 
as it is now and then unacceptable even to the 
Righteous, for this or the other Reaſon; ſo it is 
formidable to the Ungodly and Iniquitous, for the 
moſt important one, their Non-preparation for 


It. | 
As Heaven hath ſet us an Example of his great · 
eft Care for our future Happineſs, ſo ought we 
to copy after it; and as the Omniſcient hath 
ſometimes proportioned his Temporals as a Phy- 
ſician doth his Medicines, the one to the Condi- 
tion of the Mind for its Furtherance in . 
| the 


( 35 ) 


the other to the Conſtitution of the Body for help- 
ing its Infirmities; ſo ought we to be content 
with our Lot, remembring, that he who conſtant- 
ly turns the Point ro the Magnet of Virtue in 
the Heights of Proſperity and Extreams of Po- 
verty, will ſurely arrive at the Haven of Hap- 
pineſs ar laſt. 


——_— 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Concerning Credit in Trade. 


hoy ſacred thy Credit, as a good Chriſtian, 
by ſpeaking and writing truly concerning thy 
ſelf and all Men, as, well as by acting ſincerely, 
reſpecting them; a common Detracter ſnould be 
abhorred as a common Barretor; his Neighbours 
joining ſhould depreciate him, that his Tongue 
might be no ſlander, nor his Breath be any blaſt. 
.. Praiſe not thy Goods contrary to Judgment a- 
bove their Worth, nor depreciate thy Neighbour's 
below their Value; he that praiſes his own or 
diſpraiſes his Neighbour's Goods beyond Truth 
is laugh'd at by wiſe Men, abhorred by good 
Men, and avoided by honeſt Men; a Tradeſ- 
man ought no more to tell a Lye in his Shop than 
a Parſon in the Pulpit. | 
Denote thy Veracity as a good Moraliſt, by a 
unctual Performance of thy verbal or manual 
Þromiſes, from which let no Inducement avert 
thee, nor any Fear deter thee, {ſince a Non-per- 
formance is a Loſs of Credit and Money ; which 
as it is the Life and Blood of Trade, when the 
one Stagnates, the other fails of Conſequence. 
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| (6363 
Tis more honourable to avoid Promiſes than- 
their Performance ; to keep Silence than to ſpeak 
Untruth, and to write nothing than Lies: Wri- 
ting is an artificial and deliberate way of Speak- 
ing; and as natural Elocution, ſhould be duly 


_ digeſted, fo the Artificial has double the Oppor- 


tunity as well as Neceſſity for it; becauſe of its 
ſuture Validity and Permanency. 3 
There are many ways for a Tradeſman's Ruin, 
but few for his Riſing; he that takes too much 
Credit, and neglects the Attendance of his Buſi- 
neſs, the ſelling of his- Goods, and getting Money 
to make punctual Payments, is in great Danger 
of. loſing Credit; bur he who gives larger Credit 
than he takes in Sums and Length of Time, is in 
greater. 5 
Truſt not thy Goods to Perſons without a cer- 
tain Knowledge of their Characters and Circum- 
ſtances; a Man ſafe in Circumſtance, being about 
to ſell large Quantities of Goods to a ſinking 
Trader, or to a fraudulent One, ſhould be warn- 
ed by his | Neighbours who know the Circum- 


| ance of both; otherwiſe their Silence is acceſ- 


fare his Ruin. 7 
Let thy ſtated Converſation be amongſt Tradeſ- 
men, for thy Benefit and Inſtruction, and aſſo- 
ciate with Gentlemen only for thy. Diverfion. A 
Tradeſman's ſpending much Time with Perſons of 
Quality, injares his Subſtance and Credit alſo ; 
his Neighbours foreſee, and his Conduct foretells 
his Ruin; a Gentleman rarely teaches a Tradeſ- 
man Philoſophy, but a Tradeſman: knows what a 
Philoſopher need not be aſham'd to learn, x 
Let thy Trade be proportioned to thy Ability ; 
let thy Induftry be ſuited to thy Trade, and let 
both be adapted to thy Neceſſity; ſo wilt thou 
have the Credit of the Rich, the Profit of the 4 
| | | dent, 


(37). | 
dent, and the Character of che Juſt; attempt not 
any thing which thy Ability and Application cau- 
not accompliſh ; all theſe detract from thy Credit 
and render thee contemptible amongſt chy Neigh- 
bours ; there's more Profit, greater Credit and 
Satisfaction of Mind by a Commerce carried on 
within'the Bounds of our Ability and Capacity, 
proportioning our Expence thereto, than by an 
extravagant Trade without the Bounds of both, 
for ſaving Credit warily raiſes Stock at Home 
Deng and that Stock at Home qualifies us 
to give Credit Abroad. | 
Bublick Credit is neceſſary to be ſupported, and 
Men of weighty Purſes and publick Spirits are 
proper Inſtruments for it; but ſuch who engroſs 
the Species of a Kingdom, to export it for their 
private Lucre and to a publick Detriment, or 
who lend- it out at exorbitant Intereſt ro the In- 
digent, when they have it ſrom others gratis, are 
a Nuiſance to the Nation they live in; ſach pri- 
vate Lucre turns to publick Loſs : Theſe are like 
the Eagle that refcues the ſmall Birds from the 
Hawk to deſtroy them ſooner, with this Varia- 
tion only, that this doth it violently by Rapine, 
*rother Subtilly in Pretence of Friendſhip. 

Money-changers ought not to change Virtue for 
Money, left Heaven make them to loſe what they 
gained, to gain what they loſt. 

If thou haſt deſperate Debts due to thee, ap- 
ply diligently, yet courteouſly, for Payment ; if thou 
canſt not get all, rake what thou canſt get; and Secu- 
rity for the Remainder; blaze not Abroad thy 
Debtor's Difficukies, if that don't prejudice thy 
Character, it may hurt his Credit, and haften thy 
Suffering by him; if he be one ot b:& Principles, 
uſe firſt perſuaſive Arguments, next Threats to 
znduce him to pay thee, and chuſe rather Secu- 
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rity than Arreſtment, and Compoſition than Con- 
finement; tho deſperate Diſeaſes ſhould have deſ- 
perate Remedies, yet ſometimes this deſperate Cure 
is worſe than the Diſeaſe. 

He that confines a Man for Debt who would 

pay, but is not able, injures his own Intereſt, and 
the Perſon that is impriſoned, does Injuſtice to 
the Commonwealth, by depriving it of a Mem- 
ber who might be uſeful ; he ſhews much inhu- 
manity and more unchriſtianity. 
If thou make uſe of Bayliffs, know them to 
be Men of Application, and of the beſt Princi- 
ples; the firſt without the latter may defraud 
thee wittingly, and the latter without the former, 
may diſappoint thee , negligently ; thoſe Miſcre- 
ants ſhould only be uſed as Medicines upon ex- 
traordinary Occaſions; they prey upon the Di- 
ſtreſſed of their own Species, and are fit to have 
none in their Power but Horſe-leeches, their Fel- 
low-Creatures. 
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CHAP. XV, 


Concerning Accompliſhments and Adventures in 
& Buſpneſs. | 


J E Juſtice be the Foundation of thine En- 
terprizes, then mayſt thou expect Succeſs 3 
if they are important, take Counſel reſpecting the 
Manner how and the Seaſon when to accompliſh 
them; weigh Conveniencies with Inconvencies for 
thy better Conduct; then let thy Expedition be 
according to its Occaſion; too much Raſhneſs 
brings Repentance, and Delays are dangerous. 


In 


(39) 
In new Projects look before thee, if the Pro- 


ſpe& be good that furthers thy Reſolution, Reſo- 
| lution brings Diligence, and Diligence Diſpatch, 


which is often crown'd with Succeſs. | 
Riſque not the Properties of others when thine 


own is not ſufficient for Reparation; that's an 


Injury to thy Credit, and an Injuſtice to thy Neigh- 
bour. 


Adventure not all thy Subſtance by 'Truſt or 
otherwiſe; that leaves thy Machine without a 


Foundation to build upon; cautious Undertakings 


prudently managed, are providentially bleſt. 
Riſque not thy Reputation by dallying with Sin- 

ners, or their Snares; bad Circumſtances are great 

Tokens of bad Actions. | 


Run not thy Perſon into imminent Danger 


without Cauſe ; he that does it, - is accountable to 
God and his Family for the Conſequence. 

In all thine Appointments keep a Reſerve for 
the Diſpoſal of Providence and interrupting Acci- 
dents 3 make them not too iong before - hand; for 
a Bird may report them, and intervening Acci- 
dents, in the Interval, may prevent them ; firſt 
therefore conſider, then conſult, and afterwards 
conclude ; for haſty Appointments often produce 
abortive Accompliſhments. 

If thine Appointments chiefly relate to thine 
own Family, conſult, and have the Concurrence of 
thoſe who muſt be Sharers in the Event; ſo ſhalt 
thou preſerve Peace, in thy Family, find Sympa- 
thy in Sorrow, and mutual Joy in Succeſs. 

Make Bargains punctually, and as puncually 
perform them, as thou expecteſt Juſtice preciſely 
from by Neighbour ; give him no Cauſe to com- 
plain of thy RG 999 delays of Juſtice 
are a perverſion thereof. 
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Cancel pecuniary Obligations by Repayment; 
amicable Ads by Retaliation, and old Offerices 
by feaſonable Remiſſion ; che firſt ſecures thy Per- 
ſon, and eſtabliſhes thy Credit and Tranquillity ; 
the ſecond ſhews thy Strength of Memory in re- 
raining, and Gratitude in returning Favours; 
and the laſt denotes thy Mortiſfication in forgetting 
and thy Virtue in forgiving Injuries. | 

Chuſt' thy Counſellor for his Capacity and Inte- 
grity ; a knowing Man without Integrity; may-miſ- 
lead thee Intentionally; and an honeſt Man with- 
out Knowledge may do it Inadvertentix. 

In matters of Importance duly deliberate, and 
hear the Counſel of many, but comply with the 
Advice of thoſe that concur with thy ſedate Sen- 

et Buſineſs be maturely conſider d, ſeaſonably 
begun, and diligently managed ; ſo ſnalt thou eſcape 
many Ineonveniencies; have a timely Ending and 
a good Production. 

He that begins the Apprenticeſhip: of his In- 
genuity and Invention in old Age, ſeldom brings it 
to his Profit or his Projects to Profit and Perfection; 
for late Learners rarely take the Ply to be good 

Seholars, except they are unfix d and reſery'd, 
open for Inſtruction; they that delight in Trade, 
| wilt be diligent in it, and are often enriched b 

| it; for we do not merit Earth by being uſeleſs 
1 therein; and as our Days are not to be ill em- 

1 ployed; fo they are not to be unemployed; 

Let Perfons whom thou employeſt be acute, 
yet flexible to thy Inſtructions, diligent in Buſi- 
| neſs; yet patient in Diſappbintments, and'Cour- 
15 teous, yet faithful to diſcharge the Confidence re- 
| | poſed in them; ſo will thy Bufineſs be accurately 
1 handled, no Opportunity omitted to compleat it, 
nor Havock made with too muſt haſte about : 3 

| thy 
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Thy Family will be eaſie with well-condition'd Ser- 


bants, and thy Subſtance ſafe with conſcientious 
ones; evil Servants, by pernicious Conduct and 
Counſel, bring thy Children into evil Courſes to 
their Rum, and thy Subſtance into great Devaſta- 
tion to thy Detriment. | ; 
Well underſtand” the Buſineſs which thou under- 
takeſt; he that begins Projects ſhould guard Adven- 
tures with certainty of Profit to ſuſtain the Event of 
unforeſeen Loſſes, otherwiſe they are as perilous 
as Fire amongſt Gunpowder ; yea, then alſo, when 
the Riſque of unforeſeen Perils and unexpected 
Lofſes does out-balance the Probability, or even 
the Certainty of the Profit that induced us to 
project rn . | 
Sometimes the Invitation bf a Friend, or our 
giving way to Pleaſure is a Snare to the Mind, 
which attracts the Body from the Exchange or 


Warehouſe to idle Company, to the Loſs of Com- 


miſſions and of our ' Cuſtomers, both Buyers and 
Sellers; thus being out of the Way of Buſineſs, 
is the Loſs of Bufineſs ; and the Loſs of Time is 
the fatal Loſs of Money ; this' cheap Invitation 
coſts dear; and this Pleaſure out of Stiop de- 
rives us of Profit in it; for he that will ſupport a 
Trade, muſt give due Attendance and Applica- 
tion; and he that will keep his Buſineſs, muſt keep 
in Buſineſs; he that Trades in Jeſt, will break in 
Earneſt, for Trade neglected is Trade loft. 
Proportion thine Equipage, Houſhold-furniture 
and Shop-finery, as well as Houſhold-expences, 
to the greatneſs of thy Stock and Profits of thy 
Trade; if therein thou findeſt Difficulty, let the 
Error be on the Right-ſide, prudently refraining 
an Exceſs, rather than prodigally exceeding the 
Bounds of either: He that at firſt expends much 
Money in rich Furniture, beginning where he 
un, G ſhould 


Cal 3 
ſhould end, that beginning will come to a ſudden 
End; he that ſpends half his Stock to make a fine 
Shop inſtead of a full one, changes the real Stock 
for the Imaginary ; and he whole Table is an Em- 
blem of Luxury rather than Frugality or Plenty, 
brings on his Subſtance a flow Fever and gradual 
Conſumption. _ me RATES: bs 5 
Be diligent in driving thy Buſineſs, that thy 
Neighbours drive thee not out of it; he that 
does not delight in Trade, tis to him a Bondage 
not a Buſineſs; and he'll never thrive that cares 
not whether he thrives or no . 
Launch not thine Arms into Trade beyond thy 
Stock and Capacity; going too far into Trade is 
like the unexperienced See out of his 
Depth, which endangers his Life by ſinking; he 
that over- trades, is like one that over - liſts himſelf; 
the one ſtrains his Sinews and breaks ſome of Na- 
ture's Bands, whereby he is made a Cripple. ever 
after; the other -over-ftrains his Credit, the Life 
and Blood of Trade, which. is hard to be re- 
trieved ; the Loſs, whereof is the Loſs of Money. 
This as by a Concatenation or Multiplicity of 
Chains, ties us to innumerable and indiſſolu- 
ble Incumbrances and Inconveniencies, which we 
with Difficulty looſe; ſometimes whilſt we unlooſe 
one, we tye two the faſter; and at laſt, without 
our Friends Afiſtance, we utterly Sink; yea, he 
that oyer-trades himſelf is like one in a Quick-ſand, 
that the more he ſtrives to extricate himſelf, the 

farther and deeper he ſinks. 5 
In writing Letters about Buſineſs, be con- 
ciſe, explicite, and expreſſive in Matter, Time 
and Manner, avoiding Repetitions and Imperti- 
nencies, as well as Sentences of doubtſul Signifi- 
cation; ſince ſuch are not binding upon their 
Author, 


* 
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Author, and leave Correſpondenee at Uncertainty 
to their Reader and Receiver. 
Book keeping is like a repeating Clock, the one 
tells the Time that's paſt, the other the Time 
and Occurrences thereof; thereſore let thy Books 
and Accounts be regularly kept; a Merchant's 
Books and a Chriſtian's Conſcience ſhould be kept 
clear and clean; he that's not careful in both will 
not be able to give a good Account of himſelf to 
God and Man. 


As great Danger attends the truſting of bad 


Servants, as to their Negligence of Buſineſs and 
Embezzlement of Effects, who ſhould not be leſt 
without Government, ſince they are not capable of 

ek themſelves; ſo there is an apparent 
Hazard for the grave and teaching Partner to 
truſt to the Giddy, or for the Rich to join in Fel- 
lowſhip with one under Incumbrances, or addict- 
ed to Extravagancy, in which Caſes, the Maſter's 
or rich Partner's Wealth is in Danger to be di- 
miniſhed by Fraud or Negligence of the one, 
and Miſmanagement or Incumbrance of the other ; 
| yea, a Maſter who has the Charge of a Family 
ſo Incumbently upon him, that he, not only may, 
but muſt rake care of, and provide for, ſhould de- 
ſpiſe that Diverſion which diverts him from what's 
neceſſary, and which Neceſſity makes a Duty, viz. 
Application of Hands and Head to Buſineſs for 
. of his Family, ſince he who makes 
Pleaſure his Buſineſs, will never make his Bu- 
ſineſs a Pleaſure; and without this, the Maſter 
is often abſent from the Head of his Trade, 
and not being employed about his lawful Buſi- 
neſs, Temptations are buſy about him, and 
his good Apprentice, Foreman or Partner, al- 
ſo whoſe Continuance with him is Temporary, 
being intruſted not only 5 his Buſineſs, but with 
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Mi takes the Opportunity to acquaint himſelf 1 
and Ingratiate himſelf into the Favour of his 
Cuſtomers, both Buyers and Sellers, ſo that when 

they come to Part, his e Warehouſes adjoyning 


to his, they: wound his ade and worm him out 


of his Buſineſs. | + 

. Chulſe thy Correſpondent * his Subſtance, In- 
tegrity, Application and Ingenuity z- the firſt is 
a Pledge for thine Effects, and a Bulwark' for 
thee in Time of need; the ſecond will engage 
him to follow the Golden Rule, in doing as 'be 
would" be done ly; the third will induce him to make 
advantagious Sales and ſpeedy. Remittances ; and 
the laſt will enable him to. know the Value of thy 
Commodities, and the beſt Cuſtomers for them. 


———— 


Concerning Abſtinence and Temperance. 


AT ſparingly, and not ſamptuouſly ; drink 

ſeldom, and let it not be too ſtrong ; ſleep 
ſeaſonably, and not too much; ſo ſhalt thou have 
a good Conftiouzion, a lively WI and ſtrong Me- 
mory. 
Thy Body is he Cabinet 1 the Treaſures 
of Wildom and Knowledge are repoſited. He 
that deſtroys the Cabinet, muſt be accountable for 


the Jewels to him that gave them. 


He that is regulated by Temperance, and im- 


proved by Induſtry,” is either a Man of Reaſon or 
Religion; he gives Counſel to his Sons, and a Pat- 
tern to follow it; Subſtance, and Inſtructions how 


to vel e it; he has enough, and thinks it ſo; 
x "_ Feaſts 


the Foo ** * the Epicure Suf- 
feirs 


4 


_ 


| * , 
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feus bipſelf; be may leave a iſe Son to inherit the 
View, Eftate and Conftitution of his Anceſtors. 
Temperance increaſeth the Pleaſure of ordinary 
Fare, making it's Sweetneſs equal to thar of the 
greateſt Varieties; and the more ſimple our Food 
1s, the leſs need have we for a Phyſician ; the Bo- 
dy being more robuſt, and the Spirits more vi- 
gorous ; Crudities are prevented, Humours leſſen'd, 
and Infirmities: check'd ; yea, the Senſes, Sto- 
mach and Digeſtion are kept right, clean and good. 
In former Times, and foreign Countries, thoſe 
who eat Pulſe, Rice, Lentils, Creſſes, courſe Bread 
and drank Water, enjoyed a healthful Conſtitu- 
tion, and lived to an advanced Age; and the four 
Children mentioned in Daniel, who fed on Pulſe 
and Water, were fatter in Fleſh, and fairer in 
Countenance than thoſe who eat the royal Dain- 
ties, for the Variety of our Meats and Drinks, 
create various Spirits, which Diſorder. us, and the 
Expence of our Miſery is greater than that of our 
Happineſs ; for tho' Wine was formerly called 
the Milk of old Men, yet by the immoderate Uſe 
of it, old Men and young Ones too, are made 
Children : So that Gout, Gravel, and infinite In- 
firmities attend us, which are alſo furthered by 
the common and exceſſive Drinking of Brandy, 
and other ſpirituous Liquors, which prey on the 
Vitals, and deftroy the innate and native Heat. 
Brandy is a Spirit that will exhauſt thy Spirits 
and Subſtance alſo, when drunk for common Uſe, 


it is a common Enemy; in Caſes of great Emer- 


gency, when no help is at hand, it may relieve 
thee ; when other Reſtoratives are near, ſhun it as 
an Enemy; tis like a Lion greedy of Prey, give 
it a full Stomach, and it falls on to deftroy what 
would Offend and Deſtroy thee ; when taken o- 
. 1 * & i \ ther- 
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therwiſe, it is an Enemy in thy Boſom that fawns - 
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[NY Caſualties befall us here; when we 
J. caſt the Lot for the Cauſe, we ſhould learn 
with Patience to bear the Effect, bur when tis 
caF by Ferave without us, ws muſt be Thank- 
ful, being aſſured that the C N is for Ad- 
Vantage within us; tho' God's Chaſtiſements be 
| Many, yet his Comforts are more; and tha na- 
| tura 
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Parents may ſometimes correct for their Plea- 
ure, pet our heavenly Father never ſmites for 
his Pleaſure, but for our Profit. ho ay 
"Families, Cities and Kingdoms, differing for pri- 
vate Intereſt, when attacked by a common Enemy, 
ve one common Intereſt in all Hearts, and one 
univerfal Aſſiſtance and Combination in all Hands. 
Publick Calamities reconcile Perſons diſtant in 
Affection, cauſing univerſal Sympathy ; and com- 
mon Sufferings cement more in Union than general 
Tranquility; Heaven ſees meet, that the Branch- 
es of our Suffering here ſhould be many and tran- 
ſient; that the Tree of our feeding hereafter 

might be one an permanent. | ; 
Care more to be rich, than to be ſo accounted, and 
more to be virtuous than either; he that would 
have the Fame of Riches, which he has not, is a 
lover of Vain-glory ; and often to his Detriment, 
aſpires to that Ambition which by his: Ability is 
not ſupportable ; Riches without Virtue, are un- 
Ce- 


2 
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certain in ** producing e on, 2 
— the bee Vie — 2 

ey uce; but Virtue without . 
. and Adverſity = — us 75 
Safety, through T 7 Ek Ocean, and la 
us in Security ax th ſicity. 

Husbands 19 0 0 en, ti e ee for their 
Families, denote, Beate, ied that 
Faithfulneſs which they promis d 1 5 en, A and 
that Faith which they proſeſſed unto Go 
| Wo be over anxious about earthly Things, 'ſhews 

iſtruſt and Independency upon the Providence 
of the Almigtny ; — to haue a great Care for 
the Soul and a moderate one for the Body, is A 
Token of a good Chriſtian and prudent Man, 

The Sins which ruin ſome; Men, and th Miſ- 
conduct i in Buſineſs. which deſtroys others, ſhould 
be as Cautions to us to eſcape the Rock upon which 
their Faith was ſhipwreck'd, and avoid the Bait of 

Covetouſneſs, . whereby they were allured to the 
Log Credit and Subſtance alſo. 
15 thou a Subject diſinherited by his Prince, 
a. Neighbour. puniſhed by the M 2 17 a 
| Child corrected by his Parent or Tutor for Re- 
bellion, let thoſe Puniſhments be thy Cautions, ch t 
; thou mayeſt be a loyal and dat Suh ject to 9 ay 


' 


F Prince; honouring Government and Magiſtracy, 

b as God 's Ordinance, and obeying t thy Parents and 
Tutors ; the former, as the Orginals of thy Be- 

J ing in the World; the latter, as the Cauſe of thy 

] NN and Politeneſs therein. 

a * gh Road to a laſting Crown and uninter- 


5 rupted Reign is gradual, as well through the il 
8 — Steps of Sultering, and = as by the 
ay different Degrees of onour nd .Promotion, 17 
2 which, we aſcend to the hi 5 Punctilio 178 
thus the Prince, who in filo, was ſubſer- 


vient 
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vient t6 bis Father's Sovereignty; learns by his 
SubjeRiot and gradual Preferment, the Duty of 
Subjects, and the Power and Policy of Princes; 
this is beſt for the Prince and 'boppieſt fore the 


| Peo le. 
"Riches are Welly kngredichrs to dulce the 
Bitters of human Life, vic. natural Wants and 


tions; the ſweetneſs of the Expectation where fer- 
ceeds that of their Fruition, it being render d mindte 
and inconſiderable by the Afflictibns attending us for 


fear of loſing, and the Care for preſerving them, 
from a Knowledge of their Inconſtanty, 
ſhould abate our exorbitant Love' kr: them ; 


which 


this World being # Miſcellany: of Contrarieties, 
of which the moſt Royal Diadem, the moſt flou- 
riſning Commonwealth, the greateſt Proſperity, 


and longeſt Series of Health daily admits. - 


Affliction and Adverſity are Meſſengers often 
ſent, but ſeldom ſent for; they are not always the 
Puniſhment of our Iniquities, nor are Riches the 


Merit of our Virtues; were that the Standard, 


the Rich would have two Kingdoms, but the Poor 


none at all; God ſometimes denotes his Love to 


us by Chaſtiſement, in this World, that ours mi de 


be ſhewn to him by Contentment, and by 


quiry after a Better; but reſerves the Puniſhment 
* 1 Ungodly to the World to coe. 
We are ſometimes Acceſſary to a bad Sete of 


Health and Circumſtance by our own Folly and 
Intemperance ; thoſe Felo's de ſe have true Cauſe 


to repent for deſtroying that which they cannot 
retrieve ;' but none to repine becauſe the Action 


is their own and che Puniſhment 1 1s proportioned 
thereto. 


If t 


| Loſſes befal thee, conſider whether 


they may be repairable; if they are, uſe prudent 
Means to recoer them; if not recoverable, re- 


: 
a | pining 
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pining aggravates them; Patience is the beſt Re? 
medy ; he that is ſmitten of God for Iniquity, 
ſhould kiſs the Rod and him that ſent it; if thou 
receiveſt the Meſſage with Contentment, he that 
fent it will revoke the Meſſenger. 5 
Adverſity is a Touchſtone for Tryal of Friend- 
ſhip; he that continues ſtedfaſt in thoſe Extremi- 
ties, ſhews that his F r is not only Skin- 
deep, that in Winter lofeth Life and Vigour, but 
is grounded on a Principle of Virtue that out- laſts 
Storms and Tempeſts; when as that Friendſhip 
will not remain to the End that is promoted fot 
Setf-Ends. | | 2 
Adverſity hath ſhaken the Affections of thoſe 
who ſtood in the. neareſt Degree of Relationſhip; 
he therefore that in this Circumſtance ftands firm 
and immoveable, is to us whatſoever we want, 
and he poſſeſſes; in fine, he is the Perfection of 
human and an Emblem of heavenly Enjoyments : 
In him mayſt thou ſafely confide. O Rara avis! 
Such is the Nature of Temporal Enjoyments, 


that the Increaſe of them, and of the Deſire after 


them, accompany each other, notwithſtanding the 
fhadowy Satisfaction in the Enjoyment thereof is of- 
ten interrupted by the ſnortneſs oſ their Conti- 
nuance; thus the Merchant, by the Failure of his 
Debtor, or by the Redundancy of Fire or Water, 
is deprived of his Subſtance and Satisfaction alſo ; 


and the Son, by the fudden Deceaſe of his Inte- 


ſtate Parent, or by the Claim of another Proprie- 
tor, is deprived of his expected Inheritance ; yea, 


the Husband or Parent by the inevitable Stroke of 


Death, in a Moment, is bereav'd of his affectio- 
nate Conſort or dutiful Offspring ; whereas. in 
Spirituals we receive Strength in our very Peti- 
tions for them, and ſolid Satisfaction in the En- 


joyment of them, which mw certainly continued ” 
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us, if the Fault be not ours; and as the Acquire- 
ment thereof increaſes, ſo doth the Certainty of 
their Continuance, and the conſtant Contentment 
which attends their Poſſeſſors; and tho' Temporal 
Affairs ſucceed. not, the Contentment ariſing from 
our ' ſpiritual Enjoyments ſuperſede the Diſap- 


pointment of the Temporal ; the Contentment at- 


tending heavenly Fruitions bringing Earthly ones 
into Contempt  _ | ee 
In Affliction, let Hope be thy Tower, Faith thy 
Caſtle of Defence ; 
ſo ſhalt thou be. Patient in Trouble, Cheerfully 
contented in Poverty, and ſecurely ſurrounded in 
Time of Tryal from malicious Men, and Satan's 
Subtilry, * | | 
Be not too Importunate in craving Favours of 


| Men, the beſt Men are moſt Modeſt in asking, 


but not always moſt ſucceſsful in receiving; tis 
eaſter to obtain a Favour from thy Friend, by ſhew- 
ing Indifferency and Curioſity, than by too much 
expoſing thy Neceſſity, the one raiſes the Ambi- 
tion, the other damps the Inclination of the Do- 
nor: We are apt to ſerve thoſe that need nor, 
rather than thoſe that do. 

Poverty is like a deep Tincture, that makes the 
Splendor of thy Perſon, Character and Reputa- 
tion look dim, tis a Cloud that Eclipſes thy vir- 
tuous Actions and religious Performances, not a- 
mongſt Sinners only, but reputed Saints alſo; it 
diſqualifies us from compleating many laudable 
Actions, and noble Achievements we incline to, 
fince- the Poverty of the Purſe brings the Perſon 
and Performance into Contempt. - He that would 
be accounted Virtuous, Wiſe, and Brave, muſt 


get Money ; he who gets it honeſtly, may ſpend 


it honourably ; but he that gets it otherwiſe, ſhews 
more of the worldly than moral Man, and leſs 
of the good Chriſtian than either. | As 


(sr) 
As Phyſick, ſo Poverty, is not Toothſome but 
Wholeſome ; ſome Conftitutions require the one, 


f and ſome Inclinations the other, yet neither are 

t always ſent in Anger for our Deſtruction, but ſome- 

al times both in Mercy for our Reſtoration, *  _ 
« Inſtruct thy Children by Pattern and Precept 
6 not to ſpend Money extravagantly, but to ſpare * > 
4 for retrieving the Indigent from Poverty; let 

8 them not learn to taunt at and contemn the Poor, 

but Commiſerate them, and Communicate to them; 

y the Extent of thy Charity ſhould be proportioned 

: to thine Ability, and the Receivers Merit and Neceſ= * 
y ſity, with this Diſtin&ion, that tho' the Miſerable 

ot are to be relieved by the Merciful, yet a virtu- 

ous Indigency hath a preferable Title to a vicious 

| Extravagancy, for tho' we ſhould do good to all, 

F yet the Redundancy ſnould be to the Righteous; 

ud tho' we ſhould be kind to Strangers, yet our 
Neighbours and Friends ſhould have a double 

5 Share, and may doubly deſerve it. * 

h If it be more bleſſed to give than to receive, then 

E Temporal Riches are ſometimes a Bleſſing, calling 

. for Gratitude from the Receiver, and thy Com- 

| municating them to the Poor, draws down a Bleſ- 

| ſing from the great Giver, which is increaſed by 

* the Merit and Prayers of the indigent Receiver. 

4 Ir is more rare, and praiſe Worthy, to bear 

b- Poverty virtuouſly, and with a noble Mind, than 

1 to know how to heap up Riches ; as he that hath no- 

* thing, is counted but Poor and Miſerable, ſo al- 

5 ſo is he that is not contented with what he hath. 
Foriake not thy Parents in old Age and In- 

8 ne; the Originals of thy Bring ; nor thy Friends 

4 in Adverſity, the Originals of thy Proſperity; 

7 the firſt is Inhuman, the other Ungrateful, and 

4 both Unchriſtian. eu e e e 


8 E ener 


- 
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Concerning Riches, and doing good therewith, 

F Riches Increaſe, augment thy Love to the 


Giver of them, ſtill admiring the Original more 
than the Copy, and the Fountain more than the 


Stream; the Poor are engaged to love God, but 


thoſe who from a State of Poverty have an Ad- 
dition of Plenty, are under a two fold Obliga- 
tion, and have a double Opportunity to expreſs 
it. Zh 

Riches, however highly eſteemed amongſt Men, are 
not always given by God's Providenee as a Bleſſing, 


but come by Permiſſion as the Effect of our Induſtry 


upon our earneſt Petition for them, and Promiſes of 
rightly applying them, to prove our Sincerity and 
Stewardſhip thereof; they are removed from us 
not always in Diſpleaſure for our Puniſhment, but 
ſome times in his Providence for our ſpiritual A- 
mendment; he who Meaſures his own or other 
Mens heavenly Treaſure by the Enjoyment or 
Diſappointment of the Earthly, forms an uncer- 
rain Judgment of both; Riches not being Righ- 
touſneſs, nor Gain, Godlineſs, neither are they 
infallible Indications of either; Vircue is like pre- 


cious Odours, moſt fragrant when they are cruſh'd 


er incenſed ; Sufferings and Adverſity do beſt 
diſcover Virtue, as Proſperity doth Vice. 

As Riches and not Merit, are now become the 
Eolign of Honour; ſo Poverty, and not Iniquity, 
is of Contempt; the one induces us to deſpiſe 


Virtue and court Riches; the other by our Con- 


tempt of Poverty, inclines us to commit Iniquity 
to purſue Wealth; thus Men in low Orbs, but of 
excellent Endowments, ſeeing Poverty contemned, 


as 
— 
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as if it were the Puniſhment for Iniquity, do diſre- 
gard Heaven and Virtue, and purſue this World 
with its Riches, to their own Ruin; yea, whilſt 
we make the Riches of Perſons the Baſis upon 
which we build our Efteem of them, and our high 

Conceptions concerning them, careſſing and ha- 
ving them in Vogue, of what Qualification or Ca- 
pacity ſoever, preferring them to the Chair of Ju- 
ſtice and Seat of Judgment in Church and State, we 
confound the Decree of Heaven, and invert the 
Order of the great Creator : Thus Children, by 
Covnſel of their Parents, are contracted in Mar- 
riage to deformed, unhealthy, and ill-natur'd Con- 
ſorts, whom they neither liked nor loved ; this 
intails on them a- Life of Miſery, raiſes Factions 
in Famjlies, and produces an unhealthy and de- 
formech as well as a vicious and ill-natur'd Off- 
ſpring - 4 bn 

Riches prompt Youth by Ambition and Extra- 

vagancy, to forſake the pious Paths and Practices 
of their Parents; where one Child of an opulenc 
Fortune proves virtuous, many do not; we are 

apt to adore the Riſing Sun; and this Adoration 
brings the Parent with his Counſel to his Son in- 
to Contempt. | 

He that would be truly rich, ſhould endeavour 

not ſo much to increaſe his Riches, as to leſſen 
his Deſire ; becauſe he who fixeth no Bounds to 
his Deſire, is always indigent and neceſſitous. 
' Money is only uſeſul to ſupply our Wants, and 
as it was intended to ſerve us, they greatly Diſ- 
honour themſelves who are brought into Servitude 
by their Servant. 


He that gets a Fortune by Induſtry, is prefer- 
able to him that had a plentiful Patrimony left him 
to inherit; and he that acquires Riches honeſtly, 
may en joy them peaceably and tranſmit them to Po- 
ſterity with Honour. | Shun 
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Shun that Imployment which aggrandizes ſome 
by the Misfortunes of others, for there's Temp- 
tation therein to ſeek by Diſhoneſty thy Neigh- 
bour's Injury; but if thy Parents have placed 
thee in ſuch a Vocation, either change it for a 
better, or act conſcientiouſly therein, fo will thy 

Peace and Character be promoted, and thy Sub- 
ſtance be bleſs'd to thee and thy Poſterity. ' _ 

Succour the Oppreſſed, prey not on their Sub- 
ſtance; relieve the Diſtreſſed, and make not Ha- 
vock of their Goods; help ſuch as are loaded 
with Poverty, and take not ſuch an Advantage of 
their Neceſſity as to under-rate their Goods, and 
enrich thy ſelf : Comfort thoſe afflicted with Sick- 
nefs, and redreſs the aggrieved by unjuſt Suitors 

| By for their Subſtance, and overcharge not thy ſea- 
| fonable Defence of them; he that ſpoils his 

I Neighbour to inrich himſelf, violates Royal 

x Law, in doing as he would not be done by, and the 

| human Precept, in taking his Neighbour's Proper- 
| Bi ty to himſelf, he ſhews the Quality of. Brutes 

i that prey on their own Species, but not of Men 

| and Chriſtians that ſhould love each other; this 

1 is the Gain of Ungodlineſs that feldom laſts long, 

f or is accompanied with a Bleſſing to its Poſſeſſor: 

Toh The taking an Advantage of others Neceflities to 

enrich our ſelves, ſhews little Humanity and leſs 

Virtue and Chriſtianity. 2 85 

IN | F thou ſuſtain the afflicted, do it for thy Sa- 

11  yiour's, not for their Subſtance ſake, and if thou 

14 defend their Subſtance, do it for their own. and 

iy Family's, and not for Lucre's fake; accuſe no 

1 Alan falſely, nor thine Enemy, tho' truly, for Re- 

i | venge or Reward; an ill-grounded Defamation 

| often rebounds upon its Author; he that takes 
ti Vengeance, God's Prerogative, into his own Hands, 

i often Wounds himſelf thereby; and Rewards to 

| 


Informers 


*. 
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Informers render their Teſtimony precarious, ſhew 
their intended Prey upon others, and make them 
obnoxious in the Sight of God and good Men. 
If thy Fortune, Parentage or Learning be ſu- 
periour to thy Neighbours, ſhew thy ſelf Aﬀable 
and Courteous, knowing that all Nations are of 
one Blood, and he who exalted thee, and abaſed 
him, may abaſe thee and exalt him; he is a wiſe 
Man and good Chriſtian, who is not puffed up 
with the Punctilio's of Preferment, nor dejected 
beyond Meaſure with the Adverſities of Fortune. 
When Favours are conferred on. thee, endeav- 
our to retaliate them, if not in thy Power, pre 
portion thy Gratitude to the Deſign of the Do- 
nor, the Value of the Gift, and the Unwor- 
thineſs of the Receiver; Gratityde for Fayours, 
not in thy Power to retaliate, is like Water pour'd 
into a Pump, that often draws more; there is as 
much Magnanimity in Acknowledging as in doing 
a friendly Action.“ I 
In Beginning thy Buſineſs, or Calling, firſt con- 
ſider its Juſtice, and next its Profit, and 07 
thy Capacity to follow it; a juſt Imployment with- 
out Profit, is tedious to its Practitioner, and a 
profitable one without . Juſtice brings the Gain of 
Ungodlineſs and Sin of. Oppreſſion, which, blaſts 
him that receives it; undertake not that Voca- 
tion which hurts thy Conſtitution, nor meddle with 
that Buſineſs, which neither thy Purſe nor Pru- 
dence is ſufficient to proſecute. 


Actions denote the Quality of the Mind, as 
Fruits do of Trees that bear them; when they are 
not duly conſidered, nox rightly intended, though 
their Event incline. to Virtue, yet day they loſe 
'their Reward and Authority ; *is pere r) theie- 
fore to have a right Conception and true Pig 
d 
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CHAP. XIX. 


- Concerning Indulgence of Parents, and Ignorance 
k of Youth about Religion. 


JE Conſideration of the Ignorance of Youth 
of the Principles of Religion, of the Rules 
of Civility and Rudiments of human Literature, 
has miniftred to me juſt Cauſe of Affliction and 
Aſtoniſnment, as well as mental Reflection on the 
Negligence of their Parents, who don't inform 
their Judgments, nor impreſs on their Minds the 
Principles of Virtue and Religion, though their 
Time might allow it, and extant Catechiſms 
and Confeſſions of Faith might aſſiſt them in it; 
for when an Account of their Faith is asked of 
them, they are as incapable of giving a perfect and 
intelligible one, as if their Education had been 
amongſt Indiaus, or their Converſation diſtant from 
Chriſtians; we take more Care to cultivate, ma- 
nure and improve the Nature of our Ground, ex-, 
pecting a profitable Produce, than we do to im- 
prove the Genius of our Children in profitable 
Learning, the only Way to make them complete 
Men : Send them to remote Places about Buſineſs, 
or to make their addreſs to Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion ; their unmanly, awkward and unpoliſhed 
Deportment denotes the Clowniſhneſs of their 
Tuition and Education, as if Rudeneſs were a 
Part of Religion, when that teacheth the Eſſentials 
and Integrals of Manners, viz. Courteſie 
and Civility to all Men according to their Merit 
and Station, with Obedience to thoſe who are 
in Pow over us; bowing and cringing * 
only Ceremonies often attended with Flattery a 
Hypocriſy. 


Did 
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Did the Heads of all religious Societies at Vi- 
ſitations, leſs obſerve Externals, and more inſpe& 
the pious Endeavours of Parents and Paſtors in 
informing the Minds of Youth in the Principles of 
Chriſtianity, examining and inſtructing them in 
their religious Duties; tis reaſonably to be be- 
lieved, that Piety would have made a greater Pro- 
greſs than now it hath, 2 
Give Admonition to Delinquents rather than 
Reproof, and Reproof before Corre&ion, and let 
each be proportioned to the Occaſion ; he that 
ſeeks the Benefit of his Child or Pupil, ſhews moſt 
Prudence and Religion, as well as Probability to 
attain his defired End, in chaſing Mildneſs, when 
Lenity and Severity have an equal Effect. | 

In Admonitions be Courteous, in Reprehenſions 
and Corrections, avoid Paſſion, a Deſtroyer, and 
chuſe Patience, a Preſerver of Reaſon : Reaſon- 
ing and Expoſtulation, reclaim the Delinquent 
by Conviction, this makes Admonition ſerve for 
Rebuke, Rebuke for Correction, and ſeaſonable 
Corre&ion often prevents a Legal Execution : He 
that expects the Duty of Affection and Obedience 
from his Child, muſt diſcharge his paternal Duty 
to him, and lay a true Foundation for it; thoſe Pa- 
rents, who by their Indulgence, countenance Pro- 
phaneneſs in their Children, are ſeldom obey'd, 
or lovd by them, limit therefore the Torrent 
of thy natural Affection by the Banks of Love for 
their Salvation ; thus by connivance at their firſt 
Faults, wilt thou not lay a Foundation for a Se- 
cond, nor by too much Fondneſs, and Commiſe- 
ration after one Chaſtiſement, wilt thou lay a Foun- 
dation for another. | 


— 
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CHAP. XX. 
Concerning Commendation and Praiſe. 
11 (4 345 iin n BY 
HE Virtues and Merits of Men and not 
1  Self-Intereſt, ſhould ſolely induce us to 
eommend them, incouraging their Pezſeverance, 
and. others Imitation; Praiſes conferred on-abſent 
Friends, without accepting or expecting Favours 
from them, really denote their Merit, and che Juſtice 
of the Perſon that aſcribes them, and gives Satiſ- 
faction to him that hears them; when ſpoken of 
thoſe to whom we are under Obligation, they de- 
note the Gratitude of the Aſcriber; but their 
Veracity may be the more ſuſpected by the Au- 
ditory : Self- Intereſt mixing Error with Truth, 
obſtructs us from diſcerning with Perſpecuity, the 
innate Merit of the Perſon deſcribed by the art- 
ful Painting of Fame and Commendation. | 
He that commonly commends his Friend to his 
Face, demonſtrates Flattery, and deprives a wiſe 
Man of his Friendſhip ; this Repetition he will 
contemn, and a Fool will be prompted to Arro- 
gancy by it; thoſe who are moſt ambitious of 
popular Praiſe, frequently do the leaſt deſerve it, 
and are the moſt prejudiced and exalted by it; 
Self Eſteem is frequently puniſned by univerſal 
Contempt. eas | 
When thy Friend is under mental Dejection, 
thy aſcribing Praiſe in his Preſence, juſtly merited 
by him, may remove his Deſpondency, and excite 
him by Induſtry to acquire more. | 
A good Character juſtly acquired, next to Life, 
is near to us, being an Encouragement to Civil 


Society, and as Fortune is the firſt, ſo this is a ſe- 


condary Foundation for Trade and Commerce ; 
tis 


of 
1 
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chaſed at a high Price, 155 not ſold at 
4 ate except by Knaves and Hools e. that. 
ſells it for a Penny will not redeem it for a ound d; 
he that loſes his own Character by Immorality, is 
often laviſh of other Mens, either for want o 
knowipg its Value, or through Envy, being p 
judiced that anothers is preſeryed moxe unrated ; ; 
he CE — Celle ghbour' $ 955 65 
tion and undermines. his es him 
his Life a ſecond Hand, » 


wes 


7 H Ap. XXL 


Concerning Company and Acquaintance. 


E that aſſociates. with Campenions of infa- 
mous Characters, may ſoon. be n 

one of the Number, and as juſtly may delerng 

it; he that affects to be the beſt in Compan Cen 

the Courſe to become the work ; refuſe er ben 

ny that is known to be vicious at firſt 

Soul and Subſtance ſake, and thou me * 

reject it at laſt, 

Evil Companions are Satan's Emiſſaries; at their 

firſt Euticement make Reſiſtance; for Reaſoning 

with them allures thee with gilded Baits ; if thy 

preſenc Compliance be condition'd for future Li- 

berty, they'll further ſeduce thee into Slavery ; 


he that ſerves Satan with his Body. cannot ſerve 


God with his Mind that actuates it; and he that 
ſerves Satan's Emiſſaries with his is Mind, Frags 75 
at ſecond Hand, and cannot ſerve * with 
Body that is actuated by it; ſerve God e 
with thy Body, Soul and Spirit, aneh are his. 


12 Evil 
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Evil Aſſociates habituate Men to evil Cuſtoms 


and innumerable Inconveniencies, which when im- 
bibed in Youth, are hardly declined in Old Age; 
if thou art not like thoſe with whom thou con- 
verſeſt, thou either judgeſt them for being un- 


ſuitable, or art cenſured by them becauſe of thy 
Difference ; he that converſes with the Drunkard, 


the proud Perſon, or the Gameſter, is ſo account- 
ed; for Birds of a Feather, flock together, ſaith the 
Proverb ; therefore let others Ruin by bad Com- 
pany be thy Caution, and let their Shipwreck be 
thy Sea- mark. Tan 

With Superiors be humble and flexible, not 
mean and flattering; with Inferiors, be kind and 
fair-ſpoken, not ſurly nor too familiar; Conver- 
ſation with Equals is moſt pleaſant, but with Su- 
periors moſt profitable; when thou accompanieſt 


with Youth, be ſober, that thou mayſt inſtruct 


them; and when thou aſſociateſt with the Aged, 
be reſerved and attentive that they may in- 
ſtruct thee. | | 

In contracting Acquaintance be not haſty, nor 
anxious to have many; the firſt may make thy Con- 


verſation uneaſie, the latter renders it unſafe; a 
wife Man proves the Inclination of his Acquain- 


rance before he makes him Maſter of his Thoughts, 
and ſelects his Aſſoeiates whom he admits into his 
Cabinet; be not raſhly exceptious nor rudely fa- 
miliar; the one may breed Contention, the other 


Contempt. 
Place not a Friend in thy Boſom, unleſs your 


partaking together and communing with each o- 
ther about your Proſperities and Adverſities, have 
made him thy Boſom- Friend; many Friends will 
partake of thy Proſperity; but Money- Friends will 
forſake thee with thy Money. ak: 
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CHAP. XXII. 
Concerning Calumm and Detraction, &c. 


XIX Ee re Lynx eyed to ſee other Mens Faults, 

but purblind to our own : We ſpend our 
Time in cenſuring them, which ſhould be employed 
in improving our ſelves : We impeach Parents of 
Indulgence, and Children of Vice and Ignorance, 
when our own Fondneſs, and our Childrens Fol- 
ly, are left out of the Indictment. 

He that cenſures his Neighbour's Faults with- 
out Charity, often falls into groſſer Impurities 
without his Neighbour's Pity. Let other Mens 
Failings be our Leſſons and Inſtructions. 

Backbite no Man, leſt others backbite thee for 


it: Thou haſt ſet the Example; blame no Man ſor 


the Copy: I could more eaſily pardon him that 
deprives me of my Subſtance, than him that mali- 
ciouſly traduceth my Character that gains it; the 
Efficient is more valuable than the Fife 

Avowed Enemies to Perſon or CharaQer, as 
they are moſt honourable, ſo they are moſt ſafe : 
We have then an Opportunity for Defence ; but 
Secret Adverſaries to both are dangerous; one 
deſtroys the Perſon, t other the Reputation, and 
both at Unawares. 

A Backbiter often carries fair to thy Face; he 
is the worſt of Hypocrites, and greateſt of Ene- 
mies; he wants Chriſtian Courage to make Eſſays 
for thy Spigitual Advantage, and human Fortitude 
to Unmask his Intrigues, left he be diſcoyered, and 
thou defended. | 5 


We often envy others, becauſe they have a better 


Character than our ſelves, and better deſerve it; 
| as 


969. r * 6 Y . 
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as Saul did David. Why ſhould thou deſtroy that 
in another, which thou undeſervedly coveteſt to 
thy ſelf ? Mi | | 

Never hear thy Child or Servant backbite his 
Friend or Fellow-Servant, without a ſuitable Re- 
proof: The Receiver is no better than the Thief. 

We carefully plant Envy in the Minds of our 


Youth, ye thoſe with whom we are at Vari- 
ance: This eats up and corrodes not only the 


Plant of Affability and Good Nature, but even the 
Root of Reaſon and Religion alſo. . 
He that ſets up for a Cenfor of other Mens Mo- 
rality, and calcylates Methods for their Conduct, 
fhould himſelf be a ftrict Obſerver thereof. He 
that condemns another for what himſelf prac- 
tifes, fights againſt Sig in others with a Sword of 
Envy, which wounds himſelf; he bugs his own 
Sins, which gain Strength by Nutriment, and ter- 
minate in his total Ruin. ä A 
Blame not thy Friend upon Hearſay: Fame is 
windy. To paſs Judgment without Legal Con- 


viction, or hearing the Defence of the Accuſed, | 


raſtes more of Precipitation or Paſſion, than of 
Law, Reafon, or Religion. 


Our greateſt Enemies are the Paſſions and Cor- 


ruptions in us: The Weakneſs and Wickedneſs 
we naturally are incident ro: Wherefore Chrift, 
the Phyſician, placed the Remedy where the Di- 
ſemper xages : His Spirit in ps ts a burning 
Light ; our Sins and Corruptions are the Fewel 
to be conſumed thereby: This Burning brings a 


Bleſſing. 


Our Secondary Enemies are thofe of our own 

Kindred, Community or Family. | 
Repulſe the Requeſt of an indigent Kinſman, 

and the Breach of Amity is almoſt 9 


(6) 
He knows thy Paſſions, and expoſes them: Con- | 
ceal thou his, and adviſe-him to reform them. 
Reprehend, though in Meekneſs, an Apoſta- 
tizing Brother, and he becomes an Enemy: He 
knows thy Principles, and perverts them; thou 
knowſt his Practices, but avoid them. 
Man's Spirit is God's Candle; its Illumination 
in us ſhews our Tranſgreſſton to be the greateſt 
and firft to be deteſted and amended, but other 
Mens at 4 Diſtante appear more minure to be comi- . 
ſerated and avoided ; tho fuch is dur Misfortune, | 
"that ue ſpie a Peecadilio ike a Mote in another's | 
Eye, "which we magnify by terming 'it 'a Beam, | 
and officiouſly pretending to remove it for our 
 Neighbonr's Proſervarien when our own grievous | 
and Beam- like Trunſgreſſions we render the "moſt = — 1 
minute, as an Atome, and muſt pretermit the ö 
ſame, as if the Contrinuance of the Beam in our | 
Eye were leſs dangerous than uſing proper Ex- . 
— — remove it, and were more fate for our | 
ight than a Mote for dur Neighbowur's. | 
He that predidts other Mens Deſtimies, knows 
not what his on may be: Though the Stars pre- 
dict Evil, yet their Ruler may deſign Good to him 
that is ſo; and though they ecypher æ god Omen, 
yet their Governor may prevent their Influenee, if 
thou art not guuded by | Hs: He that from a 
Calculation 6f other Mens Aatbns and Commerce 
pretends to predict their Conſequence, may know 
that others take riartow Tafpection i hto He; and 
that his Neighbour's cliztgitig his Cotifſe in rhe 
Middle, may mike the Concſfuſton Fife,” er Provi- 
dende may turn the Berle xm Advantage. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 
Concerning Covetouſneſs. 


9 in a Religious Senſe, implies 4 
SA Defire of all Chriſtian Virtues, but in a 
common and accepted one, tis an exorbitant De- 
fire of lawful, or a vicious Appetite to unlawful 
Things; and as Covetouſneſs is the Root of all 
Evil, ſo the Heart is the Seat and Ground where it 
grows; thus he who commits Murder, is firſt in- 
duced from a Deſire of Revenge or Reward ;. the 
proud Perſon, through Ambition, covets to ex- 
ceed his Cotemporary in Finery and Gaiety ; Co- 
vetouſneſs can only proceed from a Dejection of 
Mind, which fears Want and Miſery ; in dealing 
with a covetous Man, meaſure the Ends of all his 
Counſels, and interpret the Aims and Intereſt of 
all his Speeches; his Love of Money may prompt 
him to do thee much Miſchief; be not too Cark- 
ing, tis but a little that we Need, and it will 
not be long before we fthall need nothing. Paſs 
not the Bounds of that Habitation which Heaven 
appoints thee ; neither through Covetouſnefs, re- 
move thy Neighbour's Land-mark, that thou 
mayſt encroach upon his Borders; he that put 
Bounds to the Sea and Confines to thy Coaſts, 
hath alſo planted Limits to thy Deſires, which if 
thou exceed through Extravagancy, bring on thee 
a Blaſt and not a Bleſſiog. 


Covetouſneſs is a copious Root containing many 
Branches which fill the whole Heart, ſo its Branches 
are ſo extenſive that they fill the whole. Earth; 
*tis an Enemy to all Good, and the Root of all 
Evil; tis an Oppoſite to Religion, and an Anti- 
dote againſt all the ſeyen Cardinal and Com 
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Great Riches in-] Living Faith in 
ordinately, | God's Promiſes. 
Future 1 fs The true Know- 
by Brain Know- | ledge of God. 
ledge, 
To drink to Exceſs, Temperance. 
To Revenge every Patience. 
8 Affront, : 
3 J , 5 8 p 
| Togratifie his Luft { g ) Godlineſs, 
L | and Concupiſ- | 
e 
I To keep his Wealtn | Brotherly-kind- 
from ſupplying | [ne 
his Brother's Ne-“ 
N "WF: + 
To condemn all and Charity. 
commend none at ö 
al, g L 


We are more apt to claim the Patrimonies of our 
Parents than to improve or rightly imploy them, 
and to love the Name more than the Inheritance 


deſerve, and then defire; nothing is more filthy 
than: the Hands that rake all, nor more cruel 
than the Mouth that devoureth all; the covetous. 
Man gathers great Quantities of Corn to fell 
dear, and laments becauſe it is become cheap. 
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of their Virtues; tho' the Maxim be good, firft 
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CHAP. XXIV. 


Concerning #he Means to attain the faving 
Rnowledge of God. 


M NY imploy themſelves about the Philo- 
ſopher's Stone of human Sciences, when 
Chrift's Appearance in Men, the Foundation of 
true Religion, whereby they attain to the Know- 
ledge of God, is over ſeen and neglected, they have 
made the Study for the former, a Key neceſlary to 
unfold and unveil the latter, when having our 
Heads and Hearts too full therewith, and too de- 
pendant thereon, is the only Means to hide it 
from us; thus we place the Servant in the Son's 
Seat, and the Handmaid in the room of the Mi- 
fire!s; we put the Brute in the Inn; and the 
Babe in the Manger, (alluding to Chrift at his 
Birth in the Manger); yea, ſo vitiated is Man 
in his Guſt, and nauſeated in his Appetite, that 
what's moſt hurtful to his Health and Happi- 
neſs, he makes the Miſtreſs; and what is moſt 
conducive to the Benefit of both, is an Hand- 
maid and Attendant at beſt; ſo prepoſterous is 
he by inverting the Nature and Order of Things, 
that when Chriſt in Man, the Philoſopher's Stone, 
and Myſtery hid from Ages, is preached, its 
Doctrine and Miniſtry is contemned, becauſe not 
graced with the Embelliſhments of Rhetorick, and 
Ornaments of Logick ; and tho' its Miniſters know 
the divine Myſteries which they ſpeak, and ſpeak 
them ſenſibly as they know them, yet another, who 
in a Florid Diſcourſe, can ſpeak what he is taught, 
like a Parrot, withour knowing what he -affirms, 
is admired, Oc. So apt are we to prefer Theory 
before Practice, and Shew before Subſtance, W 
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We prefer human Wiſdom before Divine, tho? 
one be only the Key to worldly Treaſure, the 
other the Way to heavenly Happineſs; thus we 
chuſe Things of ſmall Moment, of inſignificant 
Pleaſure and ſhort Continuance, for our Bodies, 
before thoſe of the higheſt Importance, of inex- 
preſſible Comfort and long Duration, for the Soul, 
between which there's no Compariſon; a great 
Token of our Ignorance of God, and Degenera- 
cy from him. . 1 þ 36-4 
As a Bottle full of Wine, ſo an Heart full of 
Wiſdom muſt have vent at the Head, and the 
more Sedateneſs occaſions the greater Perſpicuity 
and Clearneſs of the Wine and Wiſdom ; Jum- 
bling mixes Wine with Lees, and Wiſdom, with 
Folly ; new Wine muſt have new Bottles, and a 
Spring of Grace muſt have conſecrated Hearts to 
reſide in, and a clean Converſation and Habit ; 
the only Demonſtration of ſuch a divine Indwel- 
ling and thorough Purification. N 
The Head is a Cabinet of human Sciences, but 
the Heart of divine Wiſdom; the Pearl in the 
firſt is more precious than Silver or Gold, tho 
attained to by Nature, by Art or Induſtry; but 
the Gem in the latter is more valuable than Ru- 
bies, or the richeſt Diamonds, not attained to, or 
arrived at by all the Keys, Arts or Sciences, nor 
by all the Eyes of Oxford or Cambridge : This Foun- 
rain diffuſes itſelf into all Hearts, when Chriſt the 
great Key is pleaſed to open it; the Brightneſs of 
this Jewel, with its beautiful Rays ſo illuminates 
the whole Cabinet, that with one Eye we behold 
more of our ſelves, and our ſecret Sins, than the 
Eyes of both Univerſities can -ſhew us. t 
As the Knowledge of Arts and Sciences, whe- 
ther Liberal or Mechanical, is acquired through 
Study and Application, _ the Knowledge of God 
x * 2 15 
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= is attained by Supplication, Meditation and Reve- 
| lation; every Effect has a Cauſe to produce it, 
| which correſpond with each other in Quality and 
Proportion, the Cauſe being taken away, the Effect 
ceaſeth; he that would have a vious Effect muſt 
maintain a juſt Cauſe; a pious Death thiro' Faith 
is the Effect of a virtuous Life, but a miſerable 
Ending is the produce of a vicious Beginning; 
thus Intemperance being the Cauſe, loſs of Health, 
Subſtance and Buſineſs, is the Effect thereof; and 
Learning, Sobriety and Civility are the Effects 
imbibed by attending to the good Inſtruction of a 
pious Parent, or learned Tutor. 


. - 
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CHAP. -XXV. © 


Concerning Abſolutions from Sin, and Adoration 
| of Saints, &c. i. 


.Cknowledge thy Sins to God againſt whom 

they are committed, and thine Offences to 

Men whom thou haſt injured ; if thou canſt not 

make Reſtitution, Confeſſion is the loweſt and leaſt 

Part of thy Duty ; let it not be ſuperficial but 

ſincere ; not ſuperfluous but ſolid and pathetick ; 

every Acknowledgment ſhould be adapted ro the 
Sin or Offence committed. 5 

Worldly Pleaſures differ in Degree and Sweet- 

neſs, the Perfection whereof may for a Time a- 

muſe thee from the Pain of a wounded Conſci- 

ence, but cannot annul it; thy proſtrating thy 

ſelf by Contrition and obtaining Remiſſion from 
alan offended Creator, by Prayer, is the only ſove- 
=. reign Remedy againſt it; yea, tho thy Friends 
N EIB glue 
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burning. 
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give thee a thouſand Encomiums of Praiſe jt a- 
vails nothing; Reconcihation to thy Maker is the 
only Means; without this, it will be as a Worm, 


a Fire continually 
Pecuniary Rewards may purchaſe Abſolutions 
from Princes for the Infringement of human Laws, 
and pretended ones from Prieſts for the Violation 
of divine Precepts; but thoſe who diſobey the Law 


of God muſt be abſolved by him who gave it, and 
not by thoſe impower'd by human Inſtitution to 


grant it; the pretended Abſolutions of Prieſts 
being only an Artifice to impoveriſh the Credulous, 
and impoſe on the Ignorant to their own Deſtruc- 
tion. 

If Ignorance be the Mother of thy Devotion, it 
will not recommend thee to the Father of Wiſ- 
dom, of whom thou art ignorant; Invoke thy 
God becauſe he hath commanded it, and he will 
hear and help thee; and none other, becauſe thy 
Service is reſerved to him only, who is jealous of 
his Honour, and will admit of no Competitor; 
they who 2 Saints, pur the Servants who can- 
not grant Relief, in the Son's Seat, who can; this 
offends him; and ſuch who flight his Interceffion 
and prefer the Mediation of Angels, will ſcarcely 
find Remiſſion from the Father who appointed him; 
tis no Prefumption to approach, when Jeſs the Ad- 
vocate ſaith, Come. Auguſtine obſerves from Luke the 
11th, He that knock'd at Midnight to borrow Bread, 
found all aſleep but the Maſter ; ſo when we Knock 
and Call at the Gates of Heaven for Mercy, none 
of all the Apoſtles, Prophets or Saints departed, 
anſwer : They hear us not, they Sleep in Peace. 
If the Object of thine Adoration be lifeleſs, 


thy Addreſs is fruitleſs and thine Expectation for 
Relief groundleſs; he char worſhips Images, 
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breaks the Command of God, and provokes him 
to Jealouſie; he cannot feel Comfort in his De- 
votion and rejects Reproof in the Exceſs of Life. 

Ever adore what ib venerable, and deteſt what 
is hateful; the one grants Life in Contemplation, 
the other Conſolation in thy Retroſpection into paſt 
Condudt. $5414 464% - 
Is Jeſus thine Advocate in Heaven, be thou his 
Diſciple on Earth, and in thine earthly Veſſel do 
his Will; ſo will he grant thy Petition in Heaven; 
thus. ſhall thine Enemies be at Peace with thee ; 
and thy Adyocates on Earth in Time of Trouble 
on every Hand ſhall be Ready to aſſiſt thee and 
aſſwage thy Grief. 


CHAP. XXV. 


Biſhop Beveridge's Sermon I. Vo I. II. I am 
| | that I am. 


17 treating upon that Paſſage in the Book of 
1 Exodus, where Moſes being ordered to lead the 
Children of Iſrael out of Egypt, he asked God 
what Name he ſhould mention him by to that Peo- 
ple, in order to diſpoſe them to obey him, and God 
anſwered, I am that I am, and bad him tell them, 
4 am hath ſent me unto you; the admirable Au- 

thor thus Diſcourſes. God having been pleaſed to 
reveal himſelf to us under this Name or Title, J 
am that I am; he thereby ſuggeſts to us that he 
would not have us apprehend of him as of any 
particular or limited Being, but as a Being in 
general, or the Being of all Beings, who giveth 
Being to, and therefore exerciſeth Authority over 
all hings in the World: He did not anſwer 
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OTE. 

ſwer Moſes, 1 am the great, the living, the true, 
the everlaſting God; he did not ſay, Iam the Al- 
mighty Creator, Preſerver and Governor of the 
whole World, but, I am that I am, intimating, 
that if Moſes defired ſuch a Name of God as might 
fully deſcribe his Nature as in itſelf, that is a 
Thing impoſſible, there being no Words to be 
found in any Language whereby to expreſs the 
Glory of an infinite Being, eſpecially ſo, as that 
finite Creatures ſnould be able fully to conceive it. 

Yet however in theſe Words he is pleaſed to 
acquaint us what kind of Thoughts he would have 
us entertain of him, inſomuch, that could we but 
rightly apprehend what- is couch'd under, and in- 
tended by them, we ſhould doubtleſs have as high 
and true Conceptions of God, as it is poſſible for 
Creatures to have; the anſwer given, ſuggeſts 
further to us, that he is one Being, exiſting in and 
of himſelf ; his Unity is implied, in that he faith, 
I, his Exiſtence, in that he faith, 7 am, his Ex- 
iſtence, in and of himſelf; in that he ſaith, I am 
that I am, that is, I am in and of my ſelf, not 
receiving any Thing from, nor depending upon 
any other; the ſame Expreſſion implies, that as 
God is only one, ſo he is a moſt pure and ſimple 
Being, for here we ſee he admits nothing into the 
Manifeftation of himſelf, but pure Eſſence, ſay- 


ing, I am that I am, that is, being itſelf, without 


any Mixture or Compoſition, and therefore we 
muſt not conceive of God, as made up of ſeveral 
Parts, or Faculties, or Ingredients, but only as 
one, who is that he is, and whatſoever is in him, 
is himſelf; and altho we read of ſeveral Proper- 
ties attributed to him in Scripture, as Wiſdom, 
Goodneſs, Juſtice, &c. we muſt not apprehend 
them to be ſeveral Powers, Habits or Qualities, 
as they are in us, for as they are in God, they 

a are 
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are neither diſtinguiſhed from one another, nor from 
His. Nature or Eſſence, in whom they are ſaid to 
be, in whom, I ſay, they are ſaid to be, for to ſpeak 
roperly, they are not in him, but are very Ef- 
Ende, or Nature itſelf, which acting ſeverally up- 
on ſeveral Objects, ſeems to us to act from E. 
veral Properties, or Perfections in him, whereas all 
the Difference is only in our different Apprehen- 
fions of the ſame Thing; God in himſelf is a 
moſt ſimple and pure A&, and therefore cannot 
have any Thing in him, but what is that moſt ſim- 
ple and pure Act itfelf, which ſeeing it bringeth 
upon every Creature. what it deſerves ; we con- 
ceive.of- it, as of ſeveral divine Perfe&tions in the 
ſame Almighty Being; whereas God, whoſe Un- 
derſtanding is Infinite as himfelf, doth not ap- 
prehend himſelf under the diſtin& Notions of Wiſ- 
dom, or Goodneſs, or Juſtice, or the like, but on- 
ly as Jehovah, and therefore in this Place, he doth 
not ſay, I am wiſe, or juſt or good, but ſimply, 
Jam that I am. a 
Having thus offered at ſomething towards the 
Explication of the firſt of thoſe myſterious Sayings 
in the Anſwer God made to 22 when he de- 
ſigned to encourage him to lead his People out of 
pt; he proceeds to conſider the other, whereby 
God calls himſelf abſolutely, 7 am, concerning. 
which he takes Notice, that though, J am, be 
commonly a Verb of the firſt Perſon, yet it is 
here uſed as a Noun Subſtantive proper, and is 
the nominative Caſe to another Verb of the third 
Perſon n eſp 4 J am hath 1 me unto 
you; a ſtrange Expreſſion, but when _ ſpeaks 
ef himſelf, he cannot be confined to Grammar 
Rules, being infinitely above and beyond the Reach 
of all Languages in the Warld, and therefore it 
is no wonder, that when he would reveal __ 
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he goes out of our common Way of ſpeaking one 
to another, and expreſſeth himſelf in a Way pecu- 
liar-to himſelf, and proper to his own Nature and 


Glory; hence therefore, as when he ſpeaks of 


himſelf, and his own external Eſſence co his Crea- 
tures, and eſpecially to his People, he ſaith, Tam; 
he doth not ſay, I am their Light, their Life, their 
Guide, their Strength or Tower, but only, I am, 


he ſets as it were his Hand to a Blank, that his 
People may write under it what they pleaſe, that 


is good for them, as if he ſhould: ſay, are they 
Weak, Iam Strength; are they Poor, I am Riches ; 
are they in Trouble, I am Comfort; are they Sick, 
1 am Health; are they Dying, 7 am Life; have 
they Nothing, J am all Things; I am Wiſdom 
and Power; I am juſtice and Mercy; 1 am Peace 
and Goodneſs; I am Glory, Beauty, Holineſs, Im- 
menſity, Supereminency, Perfection, All- ſufficien- 
cy, Eternity, Jehovah ; I am whatſoever is ſuitable 
to their Nature, or convenient for them in their 
ſeveral Conditions ; that 1am, whatſoever is ami- 


able in ir ſelf, or defireable unto them; that 1 


am, whatſoever is Pure and Holy; whatſoever is 
Grear and Pleaſant ; whatſoever is Good and Need- 
ful to make Men happy, that 7 am; ſo that in: 
ſhort, God repreſents himſelf unto us an univer- 
ſal} Good, and leaves us to make the Application 
of it to ourſelves, according to our ſeveral Wants, 
Capacities and Deſires, by ſaying only in general, 


Jan. 


(74) 
CHAP. XXVII. 
Conterning the uncertainty of judging according 
0 Appearance, and the Inſufficiency of Exter- 


* 


nals in 


MI not a great Diſparity between thine 
Appearance and thy Subſtance ; as a great 
Sheiv and & little Eſtate implies a Deſigu of Fraud 
in Merchants and unmarry d Perſons, fo a 
Eſtate und little Shew denotes Niggardlineſs in 
others; if thou canſt nt proportion the Sign to 
the Subſtante, jet thy Fſſeſſion of Riches, Wiſ⸗ 
dom und Virtue exceed the Shew of them; tis 
better to have a well furniſh'd Inn with a mean 
Sign, than u ſpecious Sign to a mean Inn; the 
one brings conſtant Gueſts, well contented and a 
growing Trade; the other a great bur ſhort-Hv'd 
Reſort, frequent Complaints, and a decreaſing 
Bafineſs ; that Deception is 'moſt juſt which de- 
tratts from our ſelves, and raiſes our Fame by o- 
ther Men's Experience of our Faithfulneſs and 
Capacity beyond their Expectation; fen the Sun 
is higheſt our Shadow 1s leaſt. | 
- -He that's 'contemn'd and -nnchriftian'd by his 
Conſorts, who religiouſly invokes the Almighty, tho' 
in Heart only, and renews his Communion with 
him, not at ſet Times, but all Times, tho in Caves, 
Cells or Dungeons, is more acceptable to the Al- 
mighty than he that makes long vocal Prayers with- 
out Integrity; ſings Pſalms audibly without Chri- 
ſtian Experience, and hears Anthems or florid Ser- 
mons publickly without Reformation; theſe are ſpe- 
cious Appearances of Chriſtianity, but may be with- 
ont true Piety and ſpiritual Devotion: Tis better 
that the Contents of thy Book ſhould excel its _ 
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than that its Frontiſpiege ſhould exceed the Con- 
rents, | a 
He that does juſtly to his Neighbour, that obeys 
the Commands of his Creator, and obſerves the 
Golden Rule, whether he he baptized with Water, 
or not baptized ; whether he receive the Commu- 
nion of Bread and Wine, or omit it; whether 
he be called a Chriftian, or termed a Pagan, in 
tim is evident the a e of Religion, with 
out which all Shells and Shews, all Externals and 
Circumftantials will prove invalid and ineffectual; 
a plentiful Eftate without Titles of Honour, is 
more valuable than a Multitude of honorary Titles 
without an Eſtate. a Cs 
Judge not according to the firſt Appearance of 
Men and Metals, ſome appear to be wiſe, vir- 
tuous and glittering, yet are imprudent, ungodly, 
or droſy; others ſhew ſimple, ' airy and 7 
which may be prudent, religious ang valuable; in- 
timacy in Converſation proves the Inclinations 
and Intellects of Men, as the Touchſtone and 
Furnace prove Gold and Metals; he's not a juſt 
Cenſor of Manners, who judges of others accord- 
ing to their Appearance, or his own vicious Ineli- 
nations, but * as they really are, and as 
he ought to be; let the Beauty of thy Perſon ex- 
_ ceed its Picture, rather than the Picture excel thy 
—_— ® + hit wats 
Serve no Maſter of whoſe Badge thou art a- 
ſhamed, left thy Maſter be aſhamed of thee with 
out it; the Badge of Chriſtian Diſcipleſhip is Love 
and daily Croſs- bearing; the firſt comprehends 
all Chriſtian Virtues and our whole active Duty to 
God and Man; the ſecond ſuppreſſes all enormous 
Vices, and our Subjection thereto, mortifies every 
| Tnclination which ſhould be abandoned; tis bet- 
ter to he a Diſciple of Chriſt in Contempt of this 
* nnn os World, 
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World, having Peace of Conſcience, than to ar- 
rive to Promotion in King's Courts without it; 
the one is a continual Feaſt, the other a perpetual 
Agony. | | Ft r 
Let thy Foundation be according to the intend- 
ed Superſtructure, and let thine Edifice be pro- 
portioned to its Foundation; and let both be a- 
dapted to thine Ability and Occaſion; too large 
a Ground - work for the Building is unſeemly and 
unneceſſary; and an Houſe too great for its Plat- 
form is unſafe and unprofitable, often being top- 
heavy, like its Builder; tis better to have a large 
Purſe and a ſmall Houſe, than a large Houſe and 
a ſmall Purſe; the firſt ſhews Prudence and Fru- 
gality, the other Ambition and Extravagancy ; 
the firſt ſaves Expences and produces Profit, but 
the latter exhauſts thy Fund and incapacitates thee 
from augmenting it: Make neither thy Edifice, 
Furniture, Equipage or Apparel more. ſplendid 
or ſumptuous than thy Eſtate will ſupport ; the 
prudent Man conſidering Caſualties, lives meaner 
than his Income, and the Chriſtian Man will mor- 
tifie rather than gratifie his Appetite and ambi- 
tious Inclinations, that he may the better feed the 
hungry and cloath the nake. 


— — 


CHAP. XXVIIL 
a oncerning Religion and Contemplation. 


Eligion is a Curb to corrupt Inclinations, 
ſinful. Expreſſions and 3 Actions, a- 
gainſt which Men, (tho' in other Reſpects dull) 
- do inveigh and reflect with ſome Salt and Smart- 
neſs, becauſe it reſtrains them from thinking Evil 


of 


4 
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of the Fountain of all Good, his Adminiſtrations, 
even in Affliction, which ſome account Evil, being 
Meſſengers terminating in 'a good Event to us, 
if we rightly apply them, by the Appointment of 


him that permits them. 
Religion allows not Men to conceive an unwar- 
ranted or uncharitable Opinion of their own Spe- 


cies, who partake of the ſame Nature, and are 
favoured altogether with equal Endowments ; it 


prevents the Tongue from Blaſpheming the Om- 
nipotent, or uſing his ſacred” Name Irreverently, 
either in Bleſſing or Curſing Men; concerning 
whom in both Reſpects, the Heart is Ignorant of 
his divine Pleaſure; it prohibits Men in Esccleſiaſ- 


tical and Civil Promotions from Countenancing or 


Tolerating unchriſtian or corrupt Practices, for 
Bribery or the love of Lucre, at the ſame Time 


deterring them from ſuppreſſing good ones for 


the Want thereof: This promotes the Peaſant to 
the Princes Seat for his virtuous and pious Endow- 
ments, and depoſeth the Prince to the Peaſants, 


for Impiety; Virtue, and not human or honora- 
ry ' Appellations, being diſtinguiſhing Characteriſ- 


ticks in the Eye of Heaven; and ſince there's no 


reſpect of Perſons with God, neither ought there 


to be with the Godly 3 true Religion meliorates 


our Tempers, rectifies our Morals, and reforms 


the Converſation ; he therefore who gives not this 
Demonſtration as the Effect thereof, ſhews either 


the Heterodoxy of his Principles, or the Inſince- 


rity and Hypocriſy of his Pretenſion to it. 
Religion brings outward and corrupt Concep- 
tions of God into a profound Silence, that ſeeing 


our own Pollutions, we might crave his Mercy and 


Abſolution, and beholding the Oppreſſions and 
Afflictions of our Neighbours, we might in Com- 
miſeration, Study their Eaſe and Relief by a ſuit- 
3 | | able 
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'be Triumphant in Heaven. 


able Adminiftration ; ſuch an one uſes this World's 
Goods for his and Fellow-Creature's Advantage 
he's in Heaven on Earth, having the Comfort o 
every Enjoyment z Chriſt's Church is conſtituted 
of ſuch Members who are by him perſuaded into 
a Belief in him, who Conſoientiouſly call 2 him, 
not limited to particular Societies of Religion, 
Names of Chriſtianity, or Nations of Men, but 
thoſe of all Nations, of whatſoever Denomination, 
that fear and walk uprightly before him, 
thoſe are his Church Militant on Earth, warrin 
againſt their ons Sins and Corruptions, who ſhal 


Such is the Satisfaction in true Religion, that 


the voluptuous Man may find infinite Pleaſure, 
the ambitious Man, Glory, and the covetous Man 


may obtain durable Riches therein. | 


Religion and. Policy do well together, but ill 
aſunder ; the one is too Simple ta be ſafe, the 


other too Crafty to be good; a little of the Wiſ- 


dom of the Serpent joined with the Innocency of 
the Dove, will be a good Ingredient. 
In all thine Undertakings there's no true Atten- 


tion without Silence, and no Silence in great Hur- 
Ties, retire therefore; O Liſten to hear God's 
Voice in thine Heart! A Child or Servant cannot 


obey without Hearing, and cannot hear in Tu- 
mults; keep thy ſelf reſerved from Anger, and thy 
Family inſtructed in, and reſtricted to their proper 


Stations; ſo ſnall thy Comfort be advanced, thy 


Buſineſs diſpatched, and thy Authority effectual- 


ly maintained. 


A Compoſure of Mind free from Incumbrances 
and Commotions, is fit far Contemplation on di- 


vine Objects, which is effected by a ſupernatural 
Principle in Man that quells the Surges of his 


Paſſions, rectifies his Reaſon, draws his Ae 
5 | an 
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and attracts the Mind to its Centre, like a Load 
ſtone; and whether this be in publick Congrega- 
tions or private Solitude, tis the Height and Per- 
fe&ion of divine Worſhip; for as prudent. Conſi- 
deration and right Reaſon deliberate upon every 
outward Intention, pondering and conſulting its 
Conſequence whilſt in Embryo, and from thence 
produce profitable Actions and prudent Accom- 
pliſnments; ſo this divine Principle as in a Teleſ- 
cope ſnews the whole Tract before us, and what 
will be the Conſequence of every Courſe; ſor our 
* 2 god as = * par Bf his 
om irects his Voyage, an by this may 
9 his Conduct, which as a Pilot will 
lead him with Security to the Port of Felicity; 
in the ſame Moment giying ſuch a Light, that we 
have a Retroſpection into the good or evil of our 
ſt Lives, glancing Sorrow or Satisfaction to our 
inds, as our Works merited; and as no right 
Meditation in God's Law can be attained with- 
out fhaking off our Incumbrances, and ſilencing 
the Extravagancy of outward Cares and inward 
Satan in us, ſo the Acceptance and Approbation 
of our Actions and Devotions cannot be produced 
without the Regimen of this divine Grace, hid 
governs and actuates the Mind from whence they 
and are produced (as Streams from the 
ntain N from the 3 
leneing an Enemy, Qualifies us to hear a Friend, 
the better to adhere to his Counſel, ſo filencing 
our vicious Cogitations, -Capacitates us to hear 
the Voice of a divine Monitor in us, and xith- 

wig. * true Worſhip can be performed. 1 
Tis better to be alone than in bad Company ; 
to meditate alone than in a tumultuous Aſſembl, 
and to live a Monaſtick Life than r 
121 73 


let him have a virtuous Father; let pious Coun- 


. 
ly; the firſt will corrupt thy Manners, the ſe- 
cond hinder thy Devotion, and the third turn thy 
Heart from the Lord. n N 
Live not alone without God in the World; ſtand 
not alone out of Church Community; be not a- 
lone out of good Society; the firſt denotes Repro- 
bation, the ſecond thy not being incorporated by 
the Bonds of true Unity, without which there's no 
ſtanding with Security; and the third, that thou 
neither reapeſt the Comfort of this Liſe as a Man 
r en 
Silence ſometimes betokens Sullenneſs, but often 
denotes Prudence, ſince Heaven conveys its Mind 
to us in profound Silence; our Prayers or Praiſes 
ſhould be offered to God in a ſedate — of 
Mind; for empty Casks make the greateſt Sound; 
Silence is Wiſdom, where ſpeaking is Folly. © 


CHAP, XXIX. 
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Concerning Health and Adminiſfirations to pre- 
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EALTH is a valuable Flower, not planted 

in all ſorts of Ground, nor growing in every 
Garden, yet we pluck it up as a Weed, when the moſt 
Skilfal Gardener, with Difficulty, completely replants 
it; we make Laws to preſerve our Cattle, yea, 
the moſt minute Particle of our Properties, when 
thoſe who have the Care of our Health and Con- 
ſtirutions, the Phyſician and Apothecary, paſs with- 
out Notice, Cenſure, or Regulation; is thy Health 
impaired by Luxury? amend it by Temperance ; 
haſt thou a Son depraved in Life and "Manners? 


ſel 


35 (*) | 
{ be his Recipe, and a good Preſident his Por- 
tian; ſo ſhalt thou have a dutiful Son, and he a 
religious and prudent Parent, | 8 
He that's arriv'd to the Age of Forty (faith 
the Proverb) is either a Fool or may be a Phyſi- 
cian, yea, and Philoſopher alſo; Experience, the 
beſt of Schoolmaſters, may teach him what ſort, 
and how much, Labour and Induftry injures his 
Conſtitution, or relieves it when injured, he may 
chuſe the Quality of his Nutriment that moſt 
conduceth to Health, the Quantity of it, that 
helps and doth not hurt it, and the Seaſon 
moſt ſaitable ro anſwer this End, and avoid the 
contrary ; ſometimes Nature is the beft Phyfi- 
cian, and Kitchin Phyſick the beſt Medicine; (if 
not) a Man at Forty Years of Age knows for- 
mer Preſcriptions, their Quality and Operation, 
and may chuſe or avoid them according to their 
good or ill Effect; with this Proviſo, * an un- 
common Diſtemper muſt have a new Application, 
and the leſs afflicting the Diſtemper is, the more 
moderate ſhould the Quantity, and leſs perilous 
ſhould its Quality be. As to Apparel, he know- 
eth what Warmth helps Nature, and what Cold 
damnifres'it, and can diſtingniſh the Seaſon for 


both; as this is no ſmall part of Phyfick, fo it 


is not a minute Branch of Philoſophy* In the 
Government of his Affairs, he knows by Expe- 
rience or Inſtruction, what 9 is moſt pru- 
dent and profitable in every Circumſtance; he 
ſhews Evenneſs, Patience and Reſignation in Af- 


fiction, and Humility and Courteſie in the Afflu- 


ence of Riches; by Example of others or his 
on Knowledge, he learns what Branch of Trade 
has been ſucceſsful and what otherwiſe ; and the 
Means, as well as the Seaſon to attain the one and 

M avoid 
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avoid the other ; this is a young Man and an old. 
Phyſician, yea, and Philoſopher alſo. 1 

Chuſe an Apothecary for Skill, Learning, Sub- 
ſtance and Integrity; if he have the two firſt and 
wants either of the laſt, he is imperfe& ; a Phyſi- 
_ cian's Fame and Subſtance much depends on the Re- 
covery of his Patients, and that, on the concurring. 
Qualifications of his Apothecary ; ſince. good Pre- 
ſeriptions require due Adminiſtrations to make them 
effe&ual, he ought therefore to inſpe& the Qua- 
lity of his Medicines and the Manner of com- 
pounding them. 3 
The Communication betwixt a Phyſician, and 
his Patient, repreſents that betwixt God and ſinful 
Man ; the Patient ſhould obſerve the Preſcriptions 
of the Doctor for his diſtemper'd Body, ſinful 
Man thoſe of God for his wounded Soul; as an 
Apothecary knows the Virtue, and how to ex- 
tract it out of bitter domeſtick Herbs and beau- 
tiful Flowers, and ſometimes brings Medicines 
from Abroad; ſo Man in Soul - afflicted receives 
Inſtruction from God's Miniſtration in Adverſity, 
gathering Knowledge alſo by the Experience of o- 
thers; as domeſtick Remedies are the greateſt Re- 
ſtoratives to our injured Conſtitution, ſo the 
Grace of God in us, is the moſt ſovereign Re- 
medy to our diſtemper d Souls. i 

An Apothecary that makes a Simple inſtead of 
a Compound, or a Compound inſtead of a ſimple 
Medicine, offends the Phyſician ; he that has not 
his own Abilities ſanctified and ſubjected to the 
divine Gift, or lets a Compound of Hypocriſie or 
unſanRified Abilities precede. the divine Monitor, 
offends God; ſell not that for ſomething which is 
worſe than nothing; bad Drugs are like bad Prin- 
2 the one deſtroys the Body, the other the 
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CHAP. XXX. 

0 oncerning Baptiſm. 


T2 Baptiſm of Water is the Baptiſm of 
1 human Bodies for a Purification from . their 
Pollution, it being irrational to belie ve that an 
Outward and Elementary Cauſe ſhould produce 
an Inward and Spiritual Effect, or that the Ele- 
ment of Water, whoſe Quality is Material, and 
whoſe Efficacy is Outward, ſhould: a& fo much 
above its own Sphere as to purge from the Con- 
ſcience: the inward Pollutions of Sin; how far 
God, who commiſſioned John to adminiſter Water 
Baptiſm, might condeſcend to give a Sandton and 
Reputation to it, by ſuftering his only Son to 
paſs under it, and his Diſciples, not him, to ad- 
miniſter it in that, Diſpenſation, is not diſputed; 
cis not thence therefore to be inferred, that the 
Adminiſtrators of Water Baptiſm now, ſome of 
whom have deviated from the very Mode of its 
ancient Adminiftration, and generally, have not 
attained to their Miniſtry in the Manner of the 
Apoſtle's Gradation, Vocation and Ordination, 
which were Spiritual, can reaſonably pretend 
to an equal Commiſſion with John the Baptiſt, be 
to the like Countenance and temporary Pers. 
miſſion with ſome of the Apoſtles for its Ad- 
miniſtration: Were it granted for Argument's 
ſake (as it can't be) that Water-Baptiſm was in- 
tended in that general Commiſſion. Matthew 28, 
Go ye, &c. theſe not being under the ſame di- 
vine Qualifications for their Practice, cannot ex- 
pect the ſame Sanction to attend it, or them in 
the Function of it, ſeeing that what is practiſed 
gut of the Limitation of its Inſtitutor, and with- 
M 2 out 
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out the neceſſary Qualifications of the Practition- 
er, is imperfe& in both Reſpe&s, becoming null, 
and lofing its Authority : And yer I am tender to- 
wards thoſe who Conſcientiouſly uſe it; with this 
Caution, to beware, that leſt whilſt the Body is 
baptizing, the Mind may be idolizing the Crea- 
ture, and not worſhipping the Creator; for if 
John, the Adminiſtrator of Water-Baptiſm by 
Commiſſion, and thoſe to whom he adminiftred, 
had need of Chriſt's Spiritual Baptiſm, which he 
and they recommended and prefer'd before that 
of Water ; how much greater need thereof have 
they, who adminiſter, or have it adminiſtred to 
them by impure Hands now, without ſuch a 
Commiſſion, and in the Spirit's Diſpenſation too, 
wherein Johns Prophecy, © He ſhall Baptize you,” 
and Chriſt's Promite, vou ſhall be baptized with 
the Holy Ghoſt,” are fulfilled; Baptiſm as well 
as Teaching being one of the Spirit's peculiar O- 
perations, and frequently accompanying each o- 

other. . DOES 
As to the general Commiſſion, Matthew. 28, 
tis not reaſonable to believe, that it reſpected 
Water, no mention being made thereof ; or that 
the Son of God, who kept the Ceremonies of the 
Law, and did not adminiſter or command his Diſ- 
ciples to adminiſter Water Baptiſm during the 
Courſe of his Miniſtry, and the Adminiſtration 
of John the Baptiſt, ſhould a little before his 
Departure, and 2 before the Effuſion of the 
Spirit, when the Goſpel Diſpepſation was to Com- 
mence, and its Baptiſm effectually to begin and 
continue, perpetuate the Baptiſm of John, a Ser- 
vant, which, that Servant ſaid, was Temporary 
and Elementary; and diſannul, or omit his . 
Spiritual Baptiſm in the Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
which John, the Miniſter of —— _ 
| | f onl 
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ſhould Increaſe and effectually compleat the Work 
of Sanctification; this would be to omit the Ob- 
ſervance of an important Ceremony (if I may fo 
term it) in his outward Appearance, and during 
the Diſpenſation thereof, and to introduce Sha- 
dows inſtead of Subſtance in his Spiritual Appear- 
ance, into the permanent Goſpel Diſpenſation, 
which are Diſagreeable thereto: This would be in- 
conſiſtent with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of our 
Redeemer, and an Inverſion of the Nature and Or- 
der of Things. | 

. *Tis Evident from that General Commiſſion that 
Teaching and Baptizing were not two different Acts 
done at diſtinct Periods of Time, but one Act done 
at one and the ſame Time, baptizing being the 
Effect of Teaching, whereof Infants are incapa- 
ble; for as the impulſe of the Holy Ghoſt moved, 
the Heart, inſpired the Mind, and actuated the 
Tongue of the * ; ſo this conveyed its Dia- 
le& to the Ear, which affected and influenced the 
Heart of the Hearer: He doth not ſay, teach 
all Nations and Baptize them, which might Re- 
ſpe& different Acts at diſtin& Times, but teach, 
a Verb of the Imperative Mood, baptizing, a 
participle of the preſent Tenſe, which reſpects 
the ſame AR and Time, and ſo doubtleſs, Paul, 
that great Miniſter underſtood his Commiſſion, 
who baptized many into the Chriſtian Faith by 
his Miniftry ; yer plainly declares Chriſt ſent him 
not to baptize, i. e. with Water. 5 
As to our Saviour's declaring the Neceſſity of 
the New Birth by Water and the Spirit; "tis evi- 
dent that Elementary Water cannot produce a 
Spiritual Birth, any more than Elementary Fire 
mentioned by John the Baptiſt, concerning the Bap- 
tiſm of Chriſt, can produce a Spiritual Baptiſm ; 
which Birth and Baptiſm are both declared Eſ- 
{ential 


(8). 


Tential to Salvation, but Water and Fire are figu- 
rative Expreſſions, and ſynonimous Terms with 
the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit; ſignifying the purging 
of the Alloy of Sin and Iniquity in Men; and as 
Chriſt rode once in Triumph into Jeruſalem, but 
was ſoon afflicted with the Senſe of his Approach- 
ing Paſſion, and with Sorrow for his People's 
Tranſgreſſion; ſo the true Chriſtian, tho” he ſome- 
times Rejoice in full Aſſurance of future Joy, yet 


paſſes under many Baptiſms on account of his own 


and other Men's Infirmities and Iniquities. 

The Diſciples of Chriſt before his Paſſion prac- 
tiſed Water Baptiſm by his Permiſſion, as did ſome 
of his Apoſtles after his Reſurrection, with Cir- 
cumciſion and other Moſaick Rites and Ceremo- 
nies, not of Duty, but in Condeſcenſion to thoſe that 
were weak amongſt them, yet afterwards owned 
that Circumcifion availed nothing, only that of 
the Heart by the Spirit; ang aſſerted that the 
Baptiſm which ſaved them, was not the putting 
away the Filth of the Fleſh (which Elementary 
Water only can do) but the Anſwer of a good 
Conſcience towards God; this is what the Primi- 
tive and preſent Chriſtians experienced, and now 
enjoy; and I Deſire that thoſe who receive it as an 
Outward and Viſible Sign, may ſervently pray for, 
and ardently preſs after the Subſtance typified by 
it; and that thoſe who uſe it as the Subſtance, or 
the Means whereby they believe it is convey'd, 
may not be feeding upon the. Shadow and Husk 
inſtead of the Kernel of true Religion. 


CHAP, 
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Concerning the Communion of the Body and 
Blood of Chriſs, | 


A the Communion of Saints is Spiritual, ſo 
alſo is the Preparation for it, i. e. a real 
Sanctification of Soul not effected by humane Acts 
or Inſtitutions in abſtaining from Meats, Drinks, 
or corporal Nutriments, or partaking of them; 
not by doing bodily or pecuniary Penance, nei- 
ther by going long and tedious Pilgrimages even 
from London. to Lazaretto, nor yet by a mutual Re- 
miſſion from us to our Neighbours, and from our 
Neighbours to us, of the Offences of each other, 
(which in it ſelf is laudable) and a Reconcilia- 
tion with all Men four Days in a Year, to ſpend 
the 361 remaining in Enmity and Iniquity, but 
by a hearty Repentance for, and a full Remiſſion 
of our Sins, not granted by Man, but by the Al- 
mighty; which Repentance is denoted. by a fincere 
Reformation, and Remiſſion for Sins paſt, is confirm- 
ed by the Peace and Serenity of Soul which we en- 
joy; this occaſions us, for Conſcience ſake, to re- 
frain from Sin and Iniquity, and to lead a Life of 
Virtue and Purity; ſuch a Mortification of Paſ- 
ſions not of Perſons, ſtrengthens Virtue and en- 
feebles Vice; ſuch a Pilgrimage of Soul from Earth 
to Heaven brings Men on Earth to have Soul- 
Communion with God in Heaven; this is an Ear- 
neſt and Specimen of that Conſolation which Saints 


in Glory ſhall have in Futurity. 


The Unregenerate partake of their Communion 
on ſet Days, having the Sign which nouriſheth the 
Body, to remind them of the Subſtance which feeds 
the Soul; but the Regenexate partake of theirs 

15 every 
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every Day, having the Subſtance which ſupplies 


the to ſanctify the Shadow which ſuſtains- the 
Body; the Impious and Unholy may partake of the 
former, but only the Regenerate do enjoy the lat- 
ter. — © Give me this Water that I thirſt not, neither 
* come hither to draw. John iv. 15. Then ſaid they unto 
* him, Lord evermore give us this Bread. John vi. 34. 
As there is an Union between God and Chriſt, 
Chriſt in God reclaiming Men from a State of En- 
mity and 4-1. Joup Unity; and God in Chriſt, 
redeeming them from — and both in Unity, 
faving the Penitent from Miſery; ſo there is allo 
a Communion between the fanRified Souls inha- 
biting created Bodies, and the immenſe Creator 
and Sanctifier thereof; ſuch are Branches in the 
Son whom the Father Prunes, and Members in 
Chriſt, for whom God provides; thoſe love Chriſt 
and are loved of God, they are viſited by the Fa- 
ther and the Son, and their Souls are Receptacles 
for the Holy Ghoſt to &well in; by the Light 
whereof in them, the Conditions of their Minds 
are clearly repreſented to them; every ſecret Sigh 
proceeding from a Senſe of their ſpiritual Neceſſi - 
ties, aſcends as a Speech or Meſſenger liſtened un- 
to by his attentive Ear, bringing Strength and 
Nouriſhment from him that hears it; our pious 
Thoughts and religions Meditations originally 
ſpringing from him, are noticed and nouriſhed by 
him, who renews thoſe in his Remembrance that 
retain him in their Knowledge, and each Suppli- 
cation of Soul, whether in private Apartments or 
pablick Afﬀemblies, offered on our own or others 
Accounts, and addrefled to him without regard to 
pular Praife or human Promotion, attra&s our 
Sabiours Conſolation to, and his Communion with 
us, in ſo frequent a Manner, that he Viſits us 


5 5 daily, and in fo familiar a Senſe, as not only e 
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take up his Habitation in us, but to ſup with ns; 


Expreſſions ſhewing the common Uſage of familiar 
Friends, and are Riddles to all but the Righteous ;. 


that he who is perfect in Felicity, and compleat in 
Glory without Man, ſhould dwell in him, com- 
municate Spiritually with him, and if I may fo 
ſay, 1 wirh him; doing the Will of God 
in feeding his Flock, was as conſiſtent with 
the divine Nature of Chriſt, as outward Nou- 
riſnment would be acceptable to his human Na- 
ture, and the Father's ſhewing his Good- will in 
comforting his Servants, is as eonſiſtent with his 
Godhead and divine Benignity, as human Nouriſh- 
ment can be conducive to our Health and Proſpe- 
rity ; and though he is perfectly happy in himſelf 
without us, yet ſuch 1s his Loye to us, that he 
offers the Means of obtaining a Meaſure of that 
Happineſs in him, and conveys it to the Righteous ; 
here's a ſpiritual Communion at one Table, the 
Heart; without which, Men of comely Features 
and ftrong Reaſon may be termed complete Men 
in a Moral Senſe, yet cannot be eſteemed com- 
plete Chriſtians in a Religious One. _. 

The Communion of Chriſtians is increaſed thro 
their Obedience to Chrift, each Diſcourſe tending 
to illuſtrate his Goodneſs and to confirm the Righte- 
ous, as well as every Rebuke, ſhewing his Juſtice, 


and deterring - the Iniquitous, abſtracted from a 


View of human Advantage on the one Hand, and 
perſonal Reſentment on the other; this gives Life 
ro the Love of God, and increaſeth our Commu- 
nion with him; every Degree of Obedience pro- 
duceth Peace, and Peace brings Perſeverance ; this 
is an Inlet to the full Fountain of Goodneſs, which 
ariſeth Gradually in us, as our Faithfulneſs in- 
creaſeth ta God, the more of which we enjoy, 
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And this Treaſure is inexhauſtible. 
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the more we deſire; this Covetouſneſs is infinite, 
God ſympathizes with, and ſupports Men in 
their 'Menral, Corporal, or other Sufferings for 
his Sake, and they rejoice at his reigning in them 
for their Souls ſake. TE vert 

The Communion of Saints with their Saviour 
and Fellow-Servyants, is dependent on, and inſepa- 
rable from each other, ſince what produces their 
Communion with God, renews their Converſation 
and Conſolation with che Godly, and what pro- 
motes their Conſolatian with each other, revives 


their Communion with God, fo that the Fellow- 


ſhip between the Creator and his Creatures brings 
them to love him; this Love Deſcends naturally, 
and Extends to their Fellow-Chniſtans, and Reach- 
es to their Fellow-Creatures, attracting their Con- 
verſation for mutual Advantage; each Diſcourſe 
having ſomething of Divinity, Religion or Chari- 
ty in it; thus Friendſhip begets Freedom, and 
Freedom removes a moroſe Reſervedneſs, the 
effect of Anger, or Ambition; here's a ſympathy 
in Sorrow, and a mutual Rejoycing in the ſpiritual 
Advances of each other. 

- Mine Apartments, whilſt I wrote the above, be- 
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„ as by Law eſtabliſhed, occaſioned me 
to make the following Obſervation, wiz. on the 

called Eafter-Sunday, after their numerous 
Aſſembly was moſtly diſmifled, ſundry Perſons of 
Diſtinction (attended by their Coaches and rich 
Liveries) ſtayed with a few of inferior Station, the 
Cauſe of which I enquired into, and received an 
Account, it was that the Sacrament or Communion 
might be adminiftred to them; to which I mentally 


ſaid, Can this be the Communion of Chriſt's Body 


which 
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arhich/is moſtly. gdrainifired to che Rich, 
him there is no Reſpe& of Penſans, hat that the 
Peaſant is equal to che Pripee ; equality of Vir- 
tue ip the Heart annulling Diſparsy of Riches or 
Habit with him, he made all Nations of one 
Blood, and daid, Al Sauk ave mine ; of this Corr 
munion, if Dives partook avd L arus was depri- 
p - oa» yet Lax arus participated and Dives was 
fruſtrated of the Communion of Saints in divine 
Elementary Meats and Drinks are corporeal N- 
triments, as they are not Spiritual but T ſo 
neither are they ſubſtantial though to ſupply.the Ne- 
oeſſities of the longing Soul; their Uſe or Diſuſe is e- 
ually acceptable to the great Creator, and equally 
ſerviceable to the Souls of his Creatures; yet he that 
believes the receiving of Bread and Wine in Com- 
memoration of Chriſt to be a Duty, ought to per- 
form that which he believes to be ſo, as well as thoſe 
who are Communicants at the ſpiritual Table of 
the Lord, and are-convinced of the Inſufficiency of 
outward Signs and Ceremonies ſhould adhere to 
the Former and decline the Latter, 
It is juſt Cauſe of Aſtoniſnment to knowing and 
netrating Men, that any ſhould affirm, that the 
ords of pretended Conſecration from the Lips of 
an immoral Prieft, who denies the plentiful Eduſion 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and receives his Ordination 
from meer Man, do Tranſubſtantiate the Elements 
of Bread and Wine into the real Body and Blood 
of Chriſt, when the Benediction of the Great High 
Prieſt Jeſus Chriſt on the ſame Elements, in whoſe 
Mouth was no Guile, whoſe Words were living, in 
whom the Spirit dwelt plentifully without ure, 
and whoſe Ordingtion was from Above, had not 
the like Effect thereqg, but it remained the ſame in 


* 


-% 9 
when with — 8 


— — 
— 


» « 
— * 
— —̃ — We 
"7 4 0 * 
1 
- * 
128 0 


, 
9 


— 


* 
. 
* 
— 
* 
= 
* 
- 
* 
. 


, 5 * 8 ae r wm.” 8 
E "7 geo TT. 75 7; 
< > 5 * 8 *. 8 9 * 3 ; 
n . bans”, coll 
ie © 1 «>, 1 * 8 ©. 5 
7 4 — = E * 


95 
ee 810 received in Re 


I Mould be a Prodigy as inconſiſtent Sith _— 
toe, as with the Nature of Things; to believe, that 


à meer Man at a time wherein he coſnfeſſeti that 
Miracles are ceaſed, ſhotild E 


poral Elements into Spiritual Bleffings, cntrarg 
their Nature, à thing not attemptèd nor yet 
compliſned by Chriſt nor his Apaſtles, that were 
2 when many Miracles were done by both; 
t feriouſly examine. ſuch who aſſert Tranfub- 
lantiation, and: the) Il confeſs, that this Bread, 
after Conſecration, as they term it, will periſh and 
decay; Mberess the 5 leich, 
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